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by the Committee of the Whole on bill No. 69, 
and moved the previous question, which was sec- 
onded, and under the operation thereof the amend- 
ments were agreed to, and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed, and, being engrossed, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill No. 69, for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Cornelius Manning, deceased, was 
next taken up, and, under the operation of the 
yevious question, moved by Mr. Srepuens, the 
amendments of the committee were agreed to, and 


the bill read a third time and passed, by yeas 125, | 


nays 28, as follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
fayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Bocock, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, Brady, Brodhead, Atbert G. 


prown, Buckner, Burt, Butler, Cabell, Catheart, Chapman, | 


Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Cotlamer, 


Cranston, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Donnell, Duer, \| 
jarnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Embree, Alexander Evans, || , . ‘ . eit 
‘ ; ’ | Norris & Co., asking to be allowed a drawback of 

| 


Nathan Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, Frecdley, 
French, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gott, Green, Willard P. 
Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, Hill, 
Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, John W. 
Houston, Hunt, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kennon, Lahm, 
Ligon, Lincoln, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, McDowell, 


McKay, McLane, Job Mann, Meade, Morehead, Morris, | 
Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Outlaw, Pendleton, Phelps, | 


Preston, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Rockhill, John A. Rock- 


well, Roman, Rumsey, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Sims, | 


Truman Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Chas. E. Stuart. Strong, 
Taylor, Thibodeaux, John B. Thompson, Robert A. Thomp- 


son, William Thompson, Tompkins, Turner, Van Dyke, | 
Venalie, Vinton, Warren, White, Wick, Williams, and | 


Woodward—125. 


NAYS—Messrs. Belcher, Bridges, Canby, Collins, Conger, | 
Dickey, Dixon, Edwards, Fisher, Giddings, fale, Hammons, | 
James G. Hampton, Hubbard, Hudson, Melivaine, Horace | 
Mann, Marvin, Palfrey, Putnam, Reynolds, Robinson, Root, || 


St. John, Slingerland, ‘Thurston, ‘Tuck, and Wilson—2s. 


Mr. McLANE moved that whem the House ad- | 


journs to-day it will adjourn to meet on Monday 
morning, at nine o’clock. Rejected: Yeas 55, nays 


* 
1d. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Military 


Academy for the year ending June 30, 1849, which | 
had just been returned from the Senate with amend- | 
nents, was referred to the Committee of Ways | 


and Means. 
And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 19, 1848. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting reports from the 
Secretary of War and Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, showing the result of the settlement by 
the treaty of August, 1846, with the Cherokees, 
and the further appropriations necessary to carry 
the provisions of that treaty into effect, and dis- 
bursements made under the treaty of 1835-’6. 

The statement of the Second Auditor shows the 
amounts paid to various classes of officers and 


agents employed in the execution of the Cherokee | 


treaty of New Echota of 1835-6: 
Employment of Superintendents ........... 97,797 96 


CR ve riccnnse honed sesecasunerssestess MARES 
Salary agents......2c0e0 erescccevecccccccce Adytae GG 
Conductors of emigrants. ........sceeeeeeee 25,824 88 


Disbursing agents......... 
Physicians ....... 
Interpreters ....6..080 00 
Issuing agents.... 


5,502 32 
ceevceses 35,685 47 
carcanchine SEDER 
11,547 17 


Cee ee eee e serene 
eee eee tease eee 
eee eeee 


Enrolling agents.......... sannwens > coccccee 10,274 09 
Collecting agents ....... ee secre 7,222 93 
Medical supplies. .........sesceccessecccess 5,487 55 
Services of Cherokee committee ........... 19,296 50 
Transportation of military officers.......... 7,062 31 
Cost of transportation of funds.............. 6,615 06 
Expenses of negotiating treaty....... eocevee 06,531 47 
Stationery ...... ccccccsccccnceccccconccces 61,908 50 
SD Mebnnveaiaswwabaseescevescuabi<end., ae 





$235,516 63 


The additional appropriation called for under 
the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
amounts to $564,866 74. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
_ Mr. CLAYTON presented a petition from Wil- 
liam H. Rogers, attorney of the United States for 
the district of Delaware, asking compensation for 


50 
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extra official services; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. C. also presented a petition from citizens of | 


Pennsylvania for the construction of a rail post 
route from Philadelphia to New York; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from Edward A. 


\|| Buttolpk, asking the purchase of the papers found 


in possession of Major André at the time of his 


capture during the revolutionary war; which was , 


referred to the Committee on the Library. 

[Mr. Buttolpk states that he has in his keeping 
the original papers found in the bootand upon the 
| person of the unfortunate Major André at the time 

of his capture, and believing them to be important 
for preservation among the archives of the nation, 
| asks Congress to purchase them.] 


|| Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from W. 


| duties on imported iron used by them in the manu- 
| facture of steam engines and reéxported; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

| Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
|| reported a bill concerning Spanish steam vessels. 
| The bill having been read a first time— 

Mr. DIX asked that it micht be considered at 
this time. A line of ocean steamers had been es- 
tablished between New York and New Orleans, to 

| touch at Havana. This was done with the concur- 
rence of the authorities of the Island of Cuba, with 
| the assent of the Spanish Government, and these 
steamers were exempted from the payment of the 


place Spanish steamers coming from Havana on 
| the same footing in our ports. They very rarely 

came into the ports of the United States, unless it 
|| was rendered necessary for repairs. One was ex- 
| pected at New York ina short time, and it was very 


|, give that vessel the benefit of the exemption. 
Mr. WESTCOTT asked if the regulations in 


tended to all American steamers? 
|| full information on that point in his possession, 


but he believed the regulations applied to this line 
only. 


posed to call up shortly. 


Mr. DIX said he would look into the subject | 


with great pleasure. 
The bill was then considered, and read a second 
| and third time, and passed. 
Mr. DIX also, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, reported a bill to authorize the issuing of a || 


|| register to the Spanish steamers Tridente and Cetro; 

| which was ae first time. 

|} Mr, DIX explained that the same urgency ex- 
isted as to the action on this bill, and asked its 
immediate consideration. 

| The bill was read a second and third time, and 

|| was passed. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Military 
Academy for the year ending 30th June, 1849, was 
| considered in Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the bill was 


the expenses of the Board of Visiters at their an- 
nual examination in June next, $2,000. 
|| ‘The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 


to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 


sistant Treasurers of the United States, appointed in pursu- 


1 that 20,000 copies of the annual report of the Com- 
|| missioner of Patents received during the session 
| be printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the bill to admit 


cially provided for in said act. 





customary duties. The object of this bill was to |! 


| desirable that this bill should pass immediately, to | 


Cuba applied to this line only, or whether it ex- | 


Mr. DIX replied, that he regretted he had not | 


(| Mr. WESTCOTT would vote for the bill, be- || 
|| cause it imbodied a principle which he had sub- | 
mitted to the Senate in a resolution which he pro- 

| 


amended by the insertion of an appropriation for | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed | 
payment of a fair and just compensation to the various As- 
ance of an act to provide for the better organization of the || 


| treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and | 
| disbursement of the public revenue, who are not now spe- | 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, it was ordered | 


New Ssgriss.....No. 50. 





the State of Wisconsin into the Union was con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
private bills on the calendar; when the following 
bills were severally considered in Committee of 
the Whole, read a third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief John Mitchell; 

A bill for the relief of Parser Benjamin J. Ca- 
hoone; 

A bill for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
the officers, seamen, and marines of the brig of 
war Somers. 

A bill for the relief of Messrs. Cook, Anthony, 
Mahon, and others; 

A bill for the relief of William H. Prentiss; 

A bill for the reef of Anna J. Hassler; 

A bill for the relief of Welcome Parmeter; 

A bill for the relief David Currier; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Brown, widow of 
Jacob Brown. 

Ou motion, the Senate adjourned to Monday 
next. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satronrpay, May 20, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
On motion of Mr. COBB, of Georgia, it was 


ordered that when the House adjourns it will ad- 
journ to meet on Monday morning at nine o’clock. 


| The following Senate bills lying on the Speak- 
er’s table were taken up, read a first and second 
| time, and referred to appropriate committees: 
| lor the relief of Purser Benjamin G. Cahoone. 
| For the relief of the widows and orphans of the 
|| officers, seamen, and marines of the brig of war 
Somers. 

For the relief of Cook, Anthony, Mahon, and 
| others. 
| For the relief of William H. Prentiss. 

lor the relief of Anna J. Hassler. 

For the relief of William Parmenter. 
| For the relief of David Currier. 
| Concerning Spanish steam vessels. 
| Authorizing the issuing of registers to the Span- 
ish steam-vessels Tridente and Cetro for a limited 
time. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of War 
and a report from the Commissioner of Indian 
| Affairs, showing the result of the settlement 
required by the treaty of August, 1846, with the 
| Cherokees and the appropriations required to carry 
|| into effect the provisions of that treaty. 

Mr. WHITE asked the House to take up the 
Senate bill making an additional appropriation for 
the dry dock at Brooklyn navy-yard. 

Mr. STEPHENS disliked to interpose any ob- 
jection to the request of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Wutre,] but as this was private bill 
|| day, and a very important bill (the bill to a 
| the Madison papers) stood at the head of the cal- 
endar, he hoped the House would go into commit- 
tee on private bills. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, asked leave to 
| offer a resolution instructing the Committee on 
| Public Buildings and Grounds to have the Hall of 
|| the House of Representatives ventilated, and also 
| authorizing that committee to have erected the fix- 
|| tures necessary for that purpose. Objected to. 


| THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

'| The House, on motion, resolved itself into 

|| Committee of the Whole on the private calendar, 

| (Mr. Roor in the chair.) 

|| The first bill on the calendar was the bill of the 

Senate to provide for the purchase of the MS. papers 

of the late James Madison, former President of the 

United States. A 
Mr. STEPHENS moved that the bill be laid 

aside to be reported to the House. 

|| Mr. BOWLIN objected to this as a public bill, 

|| and therefore improperly on the private calendar. 

|| The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection. 
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Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee, olye cted to that part 
of the bill W hae hi provide d trust es for Mrs. Madi- 
s0n,in whom twenty thousand dollarsof the money 
to be appropriated by this bill should be vested for 
her use. If any citizen of this District required 
guardians or trustees, he apprehended the courts 
of the District were fully competent to appoint 
them. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, objected to this 
bill, as the establishment of a pension system, 
which was inconsistent with the principles of this 
Republic. This bill proposed to give to Mrs. 
Madison 85,000, and to invest in the name of 
trustees the sum of $20,000, the annually accruing 
interest of whi h such trustees were to pay to her; 
but the principal was placed be yond her control, 
except by will or devise, by which means she 


micht be que ath it to whomsoever she ple ased. It 
was alleced that this sum was to be paid for the 
papers of the late President Madison. He pro- 
ceeded to show that Coneress had heretofore 
bought and paid for the papers of James Madison, 
and that this was a mere pretext for the purpose 
of giving Mrs. Madison a donation for her lifetime 
and a beque t to some other person, for aucht he 
knew to some profligate or disreputable individual, 
ather death. Tlereminded the House of the stren- 
uous Opposition made on this floor to the bill to 
provide a pension for Mary Brown, the widow 
and mother of meritorious officers who had ren- 
dered valuable services to the country ; and of the 
bootless petitions of many other poor widews who 
sought a poor pittance to sustain them for the rem- 
nant of their days, made desolate by the sacrifice 
of their natural protectors on the altar of the coun- 
try. Jame Madison was living in comfort in the 
rece ipt of $25,000 perannum while thehusbands of 
these petitioning widows were serving on the bat- 
tle-field at eight dollars a month, where they bled 
and died. ‘The services which they rendered to 
this Republic were as important as, yeamuch more 
importantthan reasoning and philosophy. He saw 
no reason to prefer Mrs. Madison to the widows 
to whom he had referred. 

Mr. BOWLIN, Mr. JONES of Tennessee, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Tennessee, and the CHAIRMAN 
entered into some conversation as to a point of 
order. 

Mr. McDOWELL made a short statement of 
facts to show that this was an equitable payment 
for papers to be sold to this Government, and that 
the gentleman from Tennessee was mistaken in 


supposing that these were the papers which had | 
been heretofore paid for. They were a totally 


different and distinct series. 


Mr. JOHINSON quoted from a published docu- 


ment to show that he was net mistaken. 

Mr. STEPHENS proceeded to show what the 
papers really were, to sustain the position of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. McDowen.,] that 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee was mistaken. 

Mr. JOFLNSON continued his argument to sus- 
tain his position. 

Mr. BAYLY replied. 

Mr. COLLAMER said one referred to the Ar- 
ticles of the Confederation, and the other set of 
papers to the debates on the Constitution, and 
therefore they were totally distinct, 

Mr. McDOWELL defended the bill, arguing 
that these works were of great national interest, 
and the nation should be their possessor, and they 
should not be an article of — barter to book- 


sellers, many of whom had made offers for their 


purchase. He mentioned this fact to show that 
the House was not asked to purchase worthless 
articles, and that Mrs. Madison entertained proper 
sentiments respecting the nationality of the object 
contemplated. , 
Mr. PALFREY denied that this bill proposed 
to make an eleemosynary grant. It is proposed 
to purchase papers on equitable terms which the 
mublic good required that the nation should possess. 
Phese papers i some respects were a commentary 
on the happy Constitution under which we live: 
they were valuable materials for the composition 
of history which had yet to be written. Such 
materials were wanted, and this age must collect 
them. 7 
Mr. CLARK, of Kentucky, contended that this 
House could not constitutionally make a donation 
to Mrs. Madison, and if this sum was to be paid 
in consideration for an article delivered, it became 
them to consider whether they were making a good 
trade, if indeed they were to become traders in 
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books. He objected to the provision appointing 
trustees for Mrs. Madison. If it was an absolute 
sale of books, the price should be paid absolutely, 


and left to her own disposition. But he was led | 


to the conclusion that it was a donation to Mrs. 
Madison, which they had no right to make. If a 


purchase, he denied that they received the full value | 


of $25,000; he therefore was opposed to the bill. 
Mr. STEPHENS warmly defended the bill 


He had heard no objections from the gentlemen | 


who opposed this bill to the expenditure of up- 
wards of $40,000 for the printing of the Patent Office 
report, while they were bitterly opposed to the 
printing of documents which furnished materials 
for the history of the country. 

Mr. SAWYER explained that he had voted to 
print the Patent Office report because they were 
to be sent to the people, whereas these documents 
would be given to members of Congress. 


Mr. STEPHENS eloquently replied, and, sta- | 
ting that this was Mrs. Madison’s birthday, he | 
hoped the bill would on this day be passed. He | 


moved that the committee rise and report progress. 
Agreed to. 


‘The committee rose and reported progress ac- | 


cordingly. 


Mr. STEPHENS then submitted a resolution | 


to terminate debate on the same bill in ten minutes 


after it should again be taken up in committee; | 


which was agreed to. 
The House again resolved itself into Committee 


of the Whole on the same subject, and the debate 


was resumed by 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, who elo- 
quently advocated the passage of the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN, at the appointed time, closed 


the debate. 
Mr. BRODHEAD moved to amend the bill by 


adding an additional section providing for the pur- | 


chase of the MS. papers of Thomas Jefferson from 


his grandson, Thomas Jefferson Randolph, and || 


appropriating $25,000 for the purpose. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of || 


order. 


Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the bill by | 
striking eut that part of the bill which proposes | 
to create Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of State, Mr. || 


Mason, Secretary of the Navy,and Richard Smith, 
Esq., trustees to receive, for the purpose of invest- 
ment in stocks for the benefit of Mrs. Madison, 


twenty thousand dollars ef the money appropriated | 


by the bill for the purchase of the papers. 


“Mr. B. oceupied the five minutes allotted by the || 


rules for debate or for explanation of amendments. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved an amend- | 
ment to the bill, which, after making some remarks | 


oceupying the five minutes allowed by the rules, 
he withdrew. 


Mr. J. then moved to amend the bill by striking 


out the last sentence, viz: ** But subject to be dis- 
posed of as she may please by her last will and 


testament,’ and inserting a provision requiring the | 
trustees, on the death of Mrs. Madison, to return | 
the sum in trust ($20,000) to the treasury of the || 
United States. And was proceeding in further re- || 


marks, when he was called to order by 

Mr. VINTON, on the ground that it was his 
evident intention to abuse the privileges of the rule 
allowing five minutes for a bona fide explanation of 


amendments, by speaking indefinitely on amend- | 


ments successively moved and withdrawn. 
Considerable conversation ensued on this and 
connected points of order, and Mr. Jounson’s five 
minutes having expired, the question was taken 
and the amendment was rejected. 
The committee then rose and reported the bill 
to the House. 


Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question; which | 
was seconded, and, under the operation thereof, the | 


bill was ordered to be read a third time. 


‘The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill. 
Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question. 


Mr. JOHNSON moved the reconsideration of || 


the vote ordering the third reading of the bill. 


Mr. J., after one or two points of order had been 


raised and settled, entered into some remarks to 
show that the vote ordering the third reading of 
the bill ought to be reconsidered; and when he had 
concluded — 

Mr. BAYLY moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the tabje; which was agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded; and, under 


: 
its operation, the bill was passed by yeas 59 
nays 59. , 
Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the 
which the bill was passed. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved t 
lay that motion on the table. Agreed to. r 
So the bill stands passed. 
The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorials and petitions were 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. HALE: The petition of Ezra Finney and others 
for a breakwater near the northeustern point of the Is! a 
of Nantueket, Massachusetts. rr 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of James 8. Baughton 
and 124 other citizens of the county of Wyoming, New Cork 
praying for the investigation of the conduct of Colonel Child. 
in requiring the soldiers of the army to kneel befor the 
Catholic Host. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition fora mail ronte fy n 
Blue Island, via Cooper’s Grove, Chelsea, Wailingtord, q 
Bloomsville.te Bulbouia. “as 

By Mr. TWEEDY: ‘The petition of O. Cole and 73 other: 
citizens of Grant county, Wisconsin, praying for the purchase 
of Mount Vernon by the Government. Also, the petition of 
Mazon C. Darling and 49 other citizens of Wisconsin, fy 
the same object. Also, the petition of G. HH. Sinith ang 2 
other citizens of Sheboygan, in Wisconsin, for the sayy 
object. Also, the petition of C. M. Baker aud others 
Walworth county, Wisconsin, for the same object. Also, 
the petition of William C,. Larnon and others, for a host 
route from Exeter, Green county, Wisconsin, via Upioy. 
Cookville, Dunkirk, and Cambridge, to Lake Mills, in Jedir- 
son county. 

ty Mr. ABBOT: Resolutions of the Legislature of My 
sachusetts, with an accompanying memorial, in relation to 
the reduction of postage. 


vote by 


preseited 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 22, 1848. 


The House met, and after the reading of the 
Journal, : 
On motion, adjourned until Thursday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, Way 22, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order at twelve o’clock. 
After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Slicer, 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, 

The reading of the Journal was dispensed with, 
and the Senate adjourned to Thursday, with the 
view to have the Chamber cleansed and the sum- 

mer matting put down. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, May 25, 1848. 


The House met pursnant to its order heretofore 
adopted. 


The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 


Mr. WICK (previous notice having been given) 
obtained leave and introduced a bill to prohibit the 
introduction of slaves into the District of Colum- 


bia. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to lay 
the bill on the table; on which the yeas and nays 
were asked and ordered. 

Mr. BURT doubted if there was a quorum pres- 
ent, and he therefore moved a call of the House; 
| which was ordered. :; 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the motion to lay 
on the table, expressing a willingness, on further 

consideration, to allow it to be referred. 

Mr. BURT insisted on his motion for the call, 
as he desired to know whether there was a quorum 
| before they proceeded to business. 

The roll having been called— 

The SPEAKER announced that 114 members 

were present, and that 113 were necessary to & 
| quorum. 

Mr. WHITE moved to suspend further pro- 

ceedings in the call. Rejected. 
| The list of the absentees was called, and 120 
|| members having answered to their names— 

| On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, the call was 
|| suspended. 
Mr. BURT said it was evident that the seats on 
|| one (the Democratic) side of this Hall were almost 
entirely unoccupied. He trusted there was no dis- 
position on the other, in the absence of members, 
to proceed with business, especially with business 
| of the description of this bill. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Will not the gentleman from 
| South Carolina give way for a motion to adjourn? 
| Mr. BURT replied that was the motion he was 

going to submit himself, in consideration that there 
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1848. 
were but 120 members present. He moved that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, appealed to Mr. 
Burr to withdraw his motion for a moment to en- 
able him to offer a resolution, to which, involving 
no party question, no objection would be made. 

Mr. BURT yielded, and Mr. Jounson’s resolu- 
tion was sent to the table; but, before it was read— 

Mr. VINTON suggested that this bill, by com- 


THE 


advocates of this system at its commencement, he 
felt great anxiety for its successful operation. It 
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{ 


| had worked well, and, while he continued a mem- | 
| ber of this body, he would not permit any violation 


mon consent, could be laid aside, and that the Post || 


Office and the West Point Academy bills should be 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. WICK intimated that he would consent to 
have the bill laid on the table and printed. 

Before any action was taken, the question on 
the adjournment was taken by yeas and nays, or- 
dered at the call of Mr. VINTON, and decided in 
the affirmative: Yeas 69, nays 56. 

The House accordingly adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of Stephen | 


Howard, praying for arrears of pay and bounty land as a 
soldier in the war of 1812. 
habitants of the county of Erie, New York, praying Congress 


to inquire into the truth of the report that Colonel Childs | 


coupelled Protestant American soldiers to kneel and do 
homage to the Catholic Host at Jalapa, and to call him to 
an account for such offenee, if the report should be found to 
be true. 


IN SENATE. 
Tnurspay, May 25, 1848. 


Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 
Clifford S. Werthing, asking a mail route to be 
established between Augusta and Bangor, in the 
State of Matne; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BENTON presented a petition from J. Quin 
Thornton, praying for the establishment of a ter- 
ritorial government in the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. B. stated that this petition contained matter 
of much interest, and he would therefore move that 
it be printed; which motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from the New 
Jersey and New York Steam Navigation Compa- 
ny, and from the Providence and Rhode Island 
Company, asking to be remunerated for maintain- 
inza lizht-boat in the Eel Grass shoal, in Fisher’s 
Island sound; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Oilice and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Friek & Haddock, with a report; which bill was 
read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to furnish the Senate with a list of the Creek Indian 
warriors, who were killed or wounded, or who died in the ser- 
vice of the United States during the late war in Florida; with 
the dates when they were severally killed or wounded, or 
When they died; together with a statement of the arrears of 
pay due to each of them respectively. 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday. 


_The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Nites some days since, was then taken up for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate such information as may he in the 
Treasury Department in regard to the manner in which the 
tuterest of the public debt has been paid at Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, and other places in which the interest 
onthe public debt is paid; and particularly that he inform 
the Senate whether, in any instance, payment has been made 
ii any other medium than gold or silver. 


Mr. NILES explained that he had offered this 
resolution in consequence of information which he 
had received from a friend, in whom he had entire 
confidence, that in one transaction at Jeast, at one of 
the points of collection, there had been an express 
Violation of the sub-treasury law. One of the offi- 
cers employed under that law had made a deposit 
ofa large amountof public money—some $80,000— 
in one of the banks of the city in which he trans- 
acted his business, and was in the practice of pay- 
ing out the interest of the public loans by checks 
on that bank. This was an express violation of 
the law, one of the great objects of which is, the 
establishment of a system by which all money 
transactions of the Federal Government shall be in 
the constitutional currency of the country. Hav- 
ing been one of the earliest and most strenuous 


Also, the petition of sundry in- | 


of the law, if his efforts could prevent it. 


r ‘ 7 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said he had no ob- 
| Jection to any inquiry, but he asked the Senate if 


it was fair to tolerate these harassing calls on the 
Government, and to sanction these frequent attacks 
on the Secretary of the Treasury, without some 
evidence to support them? Charges of this kind, 
which may be introduced merely for political effect, 
ought not to be received, unless they are accom- 
panied by proofs of the facts on which they are 
stated to be made. : 
Mr. NILES was surprised at this opposition to 
a mere resolution of inquiry. He had seen the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject, and he 
had no suspicion that the violation of the law had 
been with the connivance of that officer. It may 
have been the act of a subordinate, committed with- 
out his knowledge. There certainly could be no 
impropriety in inquiring if the law had been faith- 
fully executed. If the violation of the law had 
taken place, it was an offence, the punishment for 


which was provided by the act, and it could not | 


be improper to ask if the offence had been com- | 


mitted. 
had been told by those who had opposed it, that 
it would turn out a mere mockery, and could lead 
to no practical effect. In its present form, it has 
produced all the effect for which it was intended, 
and that effect had been most salutary, inasmuch 


In 1840, when the law was passed, we | 


as it had saved our entire banking system, and pre- | 
vented results which would have been calamitous | 


to the country. Yet we are now to be told, that | 


we must not institute an inquiry whether the law 


has been honestly carried out, for fear censure || 


should fall on somebody! 
tion would be adopted. 


He hoped the resolu- 


Mr. DAVIS replied that he had only thrown out | 


the suggestion that calls of this harassing charac- 
ter on the Secretary of the Treasury ought not to 
be received without some evidence to sustain them. 
Certainly, if the Senator from Connecticut has au- 
thority for his statement, and is himself satisfied 


that a violation of the law has been committed, he | 
would not object to the inquiry. The Senator had | 
stated that he had seen the Secretary on the sub- || 
ject, and acquitted him of any knowledge of the 


transaction. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 
The Senate then adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 26, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, leave was given for 
the withdrawal of the papers in the case of Sam- 
uel F. Reed, of Tennessee. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose to say, that when 
the House adjourned yesterday, there was a bill 
on the table, and a motion before the House pend- 
ing and unacted on. The bill was very important. 
He referred to the bill to prohibit the importation 


of slaves into the District of Columbia, with cer- || 


tain exceptions. It was a billin which every gen- 
tleman on the floor must feel himself to be inter- 
ested. He hoped, therefore, that it would be 
taken up and considered first among the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER said the unfinished business 
were the orders of the day and the Senate bills on 
the Speaker’s table. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The House, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 
of Connecticut, resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar, (Mr. McCieL- 
LAND in the chair,) and, after devoting some time 
to the consideration of bills thereon, the committee 
rose and reported the following bills to the House: 

A bill for the relief of Maurice R. Simons; 

A bill for the relief of Eliphas C. Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Henry N. Halstead; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Ramsey; 

A bill for the relief of John Farnham; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Flanagin; 

A bill for the relief of William Gott; 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Hoffman; 

A bill for the relief of John P. B. Gratiot and 
the legal representatives of Henry Gratiot; 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary B. Renner; 





| 
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A bill for the relief of Archibald Beard, and 
twenty-one other mounted Tennessee volunteers; 

A bill for the relief of Philip J. Fontane; 

A bill for the relief of Levi H. Corson, and for 
other purposes; 

A bill for the relief of Elisha F. Richards; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon A. Perry; 

A bill for the relief of Fielding G. Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of Mary W. Thompson, 
widow of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander R. Thomp- 
son; 

A bill for the relief of John Haup; 

A bill amendatory of an act entitled “ An act 
amendatory of the act entitled § An act to incorpo- 
rate the Provident Association of Clerks in the 
civil department of the Government of the United 
States, in the District of Columbia,’ ”’ approved 
March 3, 1825; 

A bill supplemental to an act to confirm the sur- 
vey and location of claims for land in the State of 
Mississippi, east of the Pearl river and south of 
the thirty-first degree of north latitude, approved 
March 3, 1845; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Pike, widow of 
Ezra Pike; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Wood, widow of 
Major James Wood. 


Also the following Senate bills, severally without 


amendment: 


A bill for the relief of Reynolds May; 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Brownell; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel W. Bell, a native 


of the Cherokee nation; 
A bill for the relief of Edward Bolon. 


The committee also reported the following bills, 
with an amendment to each: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant Francis Ware; 

A bill for the relief of Hugh Riddle; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Perry, a Choctaw 
Indian, or his assignees; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Gerard; 

And Senate bill to authorize the settlement of 
the account of Joseph Nourse, deceased. 


The bill for the relief of the Cherokee Indians 


' in North Carolina was reported to the House, 
| with the recommendation that it be committed to 
i the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 
The House bill to pay James Crutchett $2,000 
for lighting the Capitol and Capitol grounds, and 


| also a Senate bill of the same title, were reported 
| to the House, with the recommendation that they 
| be laid on the table. 


Which recommendations were concurred in by 


| the House. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 


| of the various bills reported by the Committee of 
| the Whole. 
| Whole on said bills (some of them having been 
' amended) was concurred in by the House, except 
| the amendment to the bill for the relief of the legal 
| representatives of Lieutenant Francis Ware, which 


The action of the Committee of the 


amendment was disagreed to; and this bill and the 
others were severally read a third time and passed, 
with the exception of the bill supplemental to an 
act to confirm the survey and location of claims 
for land in the State of Mississipp east of the 
Pearl river and south of the thirty-first degree of 


| north latitude, approved March 3, 1845. ‘This bill 
| was postponed until to-morrow, and it was ordered 


that the Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the House do now adjourn. Lost: Ayes 46, noes 
51—not a quorum. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved a call of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON again moved to adjourn. 

The question was decided by yeas and nays- 
Yeas 50, nays 73. , 

The question was put on ordering a call of the 
House, and it was rejected. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House again resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar. The motion 
was rejected. 

PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the consideration of the bill explanatory of 
the law of the 4th September, 1841, appropr'ating 
the s of the sales of the public lands and 
granting preémption rights. Mr. C. said the Gov- 
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ernment was now without the force of any pre- 
emption law whatever, and he proceeded to explain 
the necessity of final action upon the bill. 

The motion was then agreed to; and the bill, 
having been ordered to be engrossed, was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the House resolve 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; which motion was disagreed to. 


MPROOKLYN DRY DOCK. 

Mr. MURPITY moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the consideration of the bill making addi- 
tional appropriations for the dry dock of the 
Brooklyn navy-yard—stating, as an inducement 
for the action of the House, that the men employed 


upon this work had had no pay for four months, | 


and that this was one of the first bills on the calen- 
dar. 

Mr. VINTON reminded the gentleman from 
New York that the bill referred to, which was a 
bill to make an appropriation of money, had not 
ret received the action of the Committee of the 
Vinole on the state of the Union; and therefore it 
was not yet in order to bring it before the House. 

The House then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, May 27, 1543. 
The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of 


the bill yesterday reported to the Elouse by the 


Commitice of the Whole supplemental to an act 


to confirm the survey and location of claims for | 
lands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl | 
river and south of the 3lst degree of north lati- | 


tude, approved March 3, 1845. 


The question being on the engrossment and | 


third reading of the bill— 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 


the same so as to extend the time to any person | 


interested in the lands for making the surveys and 


returns from and after the passage of the bill to the | 


ist of January, 1850. 


The amendment was agreed to, and the bill or- 


dered to be engrossed; and, being engrossed, was 


read a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate | 


for concurrence. 

Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred Senate bills coneern- 
ing Spanish steam vessels, and authorizing the 
issuing of registers to the Spanish steam vessels 
Trident and Cetro for a limited time, reported the 
same back to the House without amendment. 

They were then severally read a third time, 
passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate bill to authorize the settlement 
of the accounts of Joseph Nourse, deceased, was 
passed. ‘I'he motion, by consent, was laid over. 

The House, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 
of Connecticut, resolved itself into Committe of 
the Whole on the private calendar. The Speaker 
invited Mr. Daniet, of North Carolina, to take 
the chair, who, for cause, asked to be excused. 
The Speaker thereupon called to the chair Mr. 
Co.caMeEr, of Vermont. 

The first bill on the calendar was the bill for the 
relief of John P. Converse. It was debated by 


Messrs. BOWLIN, ROCKWELL of Connecti- | 


eut, DANIEL, EVANS of Maryland, HAM- 
MONS, CROWELL, and SAWYER. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend by 


striking out $591 and inserting $379. Lost. 


Mr. SAWYER moved that the bill be laid aside | 


to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that itdo not pass. Agreed to. 

The bills for the relief of William Fuller and 
Orlando Saltmarsh, and for the relief of H. D. 


Johnson, and Senate bill for the relief of Joseph | 


Wilson, were next taken up, read, and laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 


Senate bill for the relief of William B. Slaughter, | 


late Secretary of the Territory of Wisconsin, was 


then taken up and amended, by adding a proviso, | 


providing that the said balance shall not exceed 


$1,731 51, and ordered to be reported to the House. | 


The next bill taken up was for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Joshua Kennedy, deceased. 

It was debated by Messrs. DANIEL, POL- 
LOCK, and ROCKWELL of Connecticut; but, 
before final action was had upon the bill— 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. DANIEL moved that the committee rise. 


Decided by tellers—ayes 47, noes 47. ‘The Chair- | 


man voted in the aflirmative; and the committee 


rose accordingly, and reported its action to the 
House. 


And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and peuuons were presented 
under tie rule, and referred ; 


By Mr. MANN: The petition of Wm. Bartlett and 113 | 


other ciuzeus of Massachusetts, in behalf of cueap postage. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petiton of sundry citzens | 


of Me Lean county, tor a post route trom Waynesville, via 
Mount Hope, Hitde’s Grove, and Mackinaw Point, to Ual- 
lon. 

iy Mr. ASHMUN: The memorial of R. B. Forbes anda 
Jarge number of Others, citizens of Massachusetts, engaged 
im Commerce, navigation, and Lasurance, representing Wat 
ow naval force ii the European waters is inadequate to the 
protection of American Coumerce ii the present unsettled 
condiuon of European Governments, and asking that it may 
be speedily increased, and that a portion Of the vessels to be 
eoustructed should, with a view lo economy and prompt- 
ness, be built by private enterprise. 


Ky Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Pope & Morgan, | 


and Other owners of ship Chandler Price, asking compen- 
sation for expenses ineurred in ransouung the crew of the 
whale ship Columbia, ot New London, from the mhabitants 
oF Lie King’s Mul istands, Pacitic Ocean. 


By Mr. SCHENCK: Suudry petitions from many citizens | 


of Gino ana New York, praying Congress to direct a pur- 


| ehase of breadstufls, and test the utslity of the same for 


army aud navy purposes, as prepared under the process 
patented to J. R. Suutord, of Cleveland, Ohio, tor dry ing flour 
and meal in such manner as to resist the influences OF line 
and chinate. 

By Mr. NICOLL: The petition of Godtrey Pattison & Co., 
Llowland & A-ymwall, N. lL. Griswold, Cary & Co., and 
oluers, merciauts and manufacturers of the city of New 
York, praying for the passage of a law permitting manutac- 
tured goods adapted for printing to be imported in the gray 
aud printed in bond, aud thereatter exported tree of duty. 

by Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: ‘he petition of 
175 citizens of Norwich, in tie State of Connecticut, repre- 
senting that a monopoly has been established by the laws of 
New Jersey, iu relauion to the Camden and Amboy Raiiroad 
Company and Delaware and Rarntan Canal Company, in 
Violauion of the rights aud highly injurious to the interest of 
the public, and especially in the vansportauion of the United 
States mails, and praying that Congress will direct the sur- 
vey of a route fur a post road between the cities ot New 
York and Philadelphia; the said road to be retained under 
the perpetual control of wie Union, aud to be used for the 
construcnon of a railroad; the road to be constructed by the 
United States, or by a company authorized by act of Con- 


gress, for the Uansportation of the snail aud jor other pur- | 


PUres. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 29, 1848. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. ‘TUCK asked the unanimous consent of the 


House to offer the following preamble and resolu- | 


tion, which were read for information: 


Whereas citizens of the United States, in great numbers, 
have viten memorialized Congress on the subject or aboi- 
ishing slavery and the siave trade in the Distnet of Coluin- 
bia, and petitions for this object, sigued by citizens of the 
District and others, have been presented to this Liouse atits 
present session : 

Aud whereas all the memorials and petitions on this sub- 
ject ever presented, bave either been laid on the table with- 
out being read or printed, or have been referred to com- 


mittees Who have never taken any action hereon, nor re- | 


ported whether said petitions ought or ougut not to be 
granted: 

Aud whereas it is the right of the citizens of these United 
States, not Only to present their petitions to Congress, but 
to have the justice and propriety of their requests careluily 
considered and acted upon: therefore, 

Resolved, That the several committees of this House, to 
whom have beeu reterred petitious or memorials tor the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District ot 
Columbia, be directed to take the same into considerauon, 
and to report Luereon at the earliest practicable period. 


The reception of this ‘resolution being objected 
to, Mr. ‘TI. moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer it, but the motion to suspend 
the rules was rejected. 


Mr. PETTIT, by general consent, offered the || 
following resolution; which was read, considered, | 


and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
report to this Llouse how many persons, of all descriptions, 
were employed in the naval and marine service of the Uni- 
ted States at the commencement of the present war with 
Mexico, and Low inany have entered said service since that 
period, and the respective States from which both classes 
entered said service. 


THE NEXT CENSUS. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved a suspension 
of the rules, in order that a resolution might be 
submitted by him to make the bills which had 
been reported from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 


} 


on the state of the Union, (public bills,) the gn. 
cial order of the day for the third Tuesday in Inne 
He stated that unless opportunity should be aff 
ed at the present session for passing some of tive. e 
_ bills, serious mischiefs would probably be the conse. 
| quence, amounting even to a disregard of the (,.. 
|| stitution. In the 26th Congress it was so Jai. 

when provision was made for taking the census »; 
| enumeration of the inhabitants of the United Stare. 
| that it was believed not to exhibit the populatio;, 
of 1840, as contemplated by the Constitution, bes 
that of 1841. He wished to enact a law at the 
present session which would enable the proper 
|| officers to make arrangements for beginning the 
_ work in the very beginning of the year 1850, so 

that it might be completed in proper time. Other 
| bills embraced in the motion were scarcely |ess 
| entitled to consideration. After the repeated an 
| tempts which he had made to the effect now sug. 


ord. 


| gested, Mr. I. said he should despair of gett); 
| these important matters acted on during the presen; 
| session if the present motion to suspend the rules 
should not prevail. Objection was made. 
Mr. I. said the gentleman had no right to object, 
He moved to suspend the rules, and no objection 


o 
> 


could prevent him from insisting on having the 


question put. 

|| The question was then put on suspending the 
|| rules—ayes 75, noes 45. Two-thirds not voting 
|| in the affirmative, the rules were not suspended, 
| and the resolution was not received. 

} 


OREGON. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, asked the general con- 
| sent of the House to offer a resolution making the 


|, bill to establish the Territorial Government of Ore. 
| gon the special order of the day immediately after 

the general appropriation bills (now the special 
order) shall have been disposed of, except on Fri- 
| days and Saturdays. 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed to his friend 
from Indiana [Mr. — to modify his amend- 
| ment, so as to resolve the House into committee at 
|| once, in order that immediate action might be had 
| upon the Oregon territorial bill. Mr. McC. hada 
| letter from a citizen of Oregon, dated as late as the 

Ist of January last, which represented the coun- 
|| try to be in a most distressing situation. The 
Indians had murdered a number of the whites, and 
an open and cruel war was waged by the Indians 
_againstthem. Humanity and public duty demand- 
ed that prompt measures should be taken to give 
| security to the persons and property of American 
| citizens in Oregon. 
| Objection being made to the reception of Mr. 
| Smirn’s resolution— 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to offer the resolution; on which 
motion the yeas and nays were taken, and the 
| vote resulted: Yeas 155, nays 12. 
| Two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the 
rules were suspended, and the resolution received. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House the fotlowing message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States: 


| To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States: 

I lay before Congress the accompanying memorial and 
papers, which have been transmitted to me by a special 
messenger, employed for that purpose by the Governor and 
“ Legislative Assembly of Oregon Territory,’ who constitute 
the temporary government which the inhabitants of that 
distant region of our country have, from the neeessity of 
| their condition, organized for themselves. The memorial 
ists are citizens of the United States. ‘They express ardent 
attachmentto their native land, and, in their present perilous 
and distressed situation, they earnestly invoke the aid and 
protection of their Government.- 

They represent that “the proud and powerful tribes of 
Indians” residing in their vicinity have recently raised “ the 
war-whoop, and crimsoned their tomahawks in the blood ot 
their citizens ;”’ that they apprehend that “many of te 
powerful tribes inhabiting the upper valley of the Columbia 
have tormed an alliance for the purpose of carrying on hos 
tilities against their settlements ;” that the number of the 
white population is far inferior to that of the savages ; that 
| they are deficient in arms and money, and fear that they do 
not possess strength to repel the “attack of so formidable a 
| foe and protect their families and property from violence and 
rapine.”? They conclude their appeal to the Government ol 
the United States for relief by declaring: “ If it be at all the 
‘intention of our honored parent to spread her guardian 
‘wing over her sons and daughters in Oregon, she surely 
‘ will not refuse to do it now, when they are struggling with 
‘all the ills of a weak and temporary government, and when 

‘ perils are daily ee them and preparing to 
‘burst upon their heads. hen the ensuing summer’s sun 
‘shall have dispelled the snow from the mountains, we 

‘ shall look with glowing hope and restless anxiety for the 
‘coming of your laws and your arms.”’ Ae 

In my message of the 5th of August, 1846, communicating 
“a copy of the conventien fer the setlement and adjustment 


| 
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1848. 
of the Oregon boundary,’’ I recommended to Congress that 
« provision should be made by law at the earliest practicable 
‘py riod for the organization of a territorial government in 
<Oregon.? In my annual message of December, 1246, and 
ygain in Deeember, IM7, this recommendation was re- 
4 ed. 
Ye population of Oregon is believed to exceed twelve 
thousand souls, and it is Known that it will be inereased by 
alarge number of emigrants during the present season. 
yhe facts set forth in the accompanying memorial and pa- 
pers show that the dangers to which our fellow-citizens ure 
exposed are so imminent that I] deem it to be imy duty again 
to impress on Congress the strong claim which the inhabit- 


ants of that distant country have to the benefit of our faws | 


and the protection of our Government. 

| therefore again invite the attention of Congress to the 
subject, and recommend that laws be promptly passed es- 
tablishing a Territorial Government, and granting authority 
ty raise an adequate volunteer foree for the defence and 
protection of its inhabitants. It is believed that a regiment 
of mounted men, with such additional force as may be raised 
jn Oregon, will be sufficient to afford the required protection. 
{tis recommended that the forces raised for this purpose 
sould engage to serve for twelve months, untess sooner dis- 
charged. Ne doubtis entertained, with proper inducements 
in land bounties, such a force ean be raised in a short time. 
Upon the expiration of their service many of them will 


doubtless desire to remain in the country, and settie upon | 


the land which they may receive as bounty. 

It isdeemed important that provision be made for the 
appointinent of a suitable number of Indian agents to reside 
among the varions tribes in Oregon, and that appropriations 
be made to enable them to treat with these tribes, with a 
view to restere and preserve peace between them and the 
white inhalitants. 


Should the laws recommended be promptly passed, the | 


measures for their execution may be completed during the 


present season, and before the severity of winter will inter- | 


pose obstacles in crossing the Rocky Mountains. If not 
promptly passed, a delay ef another year will be the conse- 
quence, aud may prove destructive to the white settlements 
in Oregon. JAMES K. POLK. 

Wasninoton, May 29, 1848. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said the information 
contained in the message of the President of the 
United States, which had just been read, had been 
confirmed by private letters which some gentlemen 
on this floor had received from citizens of Oregon. 
The ume at which it came to them was very op- 


portune. He was happy to hear the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. C. B. Smrru] this morning jn- | 


troduce a resolution to make the bill for the estab- 
lishment of a territorial government in*Oregon a 


special order, but he feared, if it was to be pre- | 


ceded by the appropriation bills, that some weeks 
would elapse before this House could take action 
upon it, and that it would not be reached until the 
arrival of a period too late for the purpose contem- 
plated by this message. What had they now 
heard? Why, that the Indian tribes were waging 
war against our citizens in Oregon, who called 
upon us for assistance; and it was our duty to 
respond promptly to that call, and furnish them 
with the means of protection. The bill to estab- 


lish a territorial government in Oregon had been | 


long before Congress, and it had been postponed 
again and again, until the people of that Territory 
had been driven to form a government for them- 
selves, using for their protettion all the power 
which God and Nature had given them. But they 
now appealed to this Government in an unusual 
emergency, and that appeal should be promptly 
responded to by this House. Immediate action 
should be had for the protection of our own people 
in one of our own ‘Territories. He suggested, 
therefore, and he should make such a motion when 
he had an opportunity to do so, that the Presi- 


dent’s message should be laid on the table and | 


printed, and he should then move an amendment 
to the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 


C. B. Smiray,] to strike out all that portion which | 
provides for making the Oregon territorial bill the | 


special order immediately after the general appro- 


priation bills, and insert words to postpone the | 
preset special orders, that immediate action might | 
y 


be taken on the territorial bill, so as to dispose of 
it at the earliest practicable period. 
Mr. COLLAMER desired. 


tained a provision for the protection of the citizens 
of Oregon; and if in 1846 there was not an act 
passed to provide for raising a regiment of mount- 


ed riflemen and for establishing military stations | 


on the route to Oregon? He wished to know what 


had become of those troops which were ordered to | 


be raised for that specific purpose. 


Mr. COBB replied that the Oregon territorial | 


bill did not contain any provisions to furnish the 
protection for which an appeal had now been 


made, and he hoped the gentleman from Vermont | 


would now coéperate with him in the adoption of 
& measure which should furnish the aid required. 
hough it contained no such provision, it could 


TH 


LA! to ask the gentleman | 
from Georgia if the Oregon territorial bill con- | 


| be easily amended so as to answer that purpose, 

and he hoped it would be so amended as to carry 
out the wishes of the people of Gregon, and afford 
them protection against the Indian tribes. 

In reference to the act of 1846, of which the 
gentleman from Vermont had spoken, it would be 
recollected that it was passed before the war broke 
out with Mexico; and if the gentleman would ex- 
amine the provisions of that bill, he would see that 
that regiment was not designated for any particular 
service. That regiment was an addition to the 
forces in the United States service; and when the 
war broke out, all the troops in the service were 
required to carry on the war. 

Mr. MURPHY wished to ask the gentleman 
from Georgia if it was necessary, in order to give 
pretection to the people of Oregon, te organize a 
| territorial government in that territory? Could 
_ they not act promptly, and adopt a measure to 
| furnish them with protection? Nay, could not 
| the Executive do it without any action of this 
House? 

_ Mr. COBB said it must be admitted that it was 
in the power of the Government of the United 
States to protect its own people without the pas- 
sage of this bill, but this bill was a protection to 
which the people of Oregon had been entitled for 
two years. For more than two years they had 
been promised the protection of laws; and now, 
, when such an opportunity presented itself, and the 
| people were exposed to immediate danger, and the 
| consequences which followed if support were with- 
| held, why, he would ask the gentleman from New 
\| York, should they stop half way? 
| Mr. C. therefore moved that the message and 


| accompanying documents be laid on the table and || 


|| printed. we 

'|”Mr. VINTON said the message now before the 
| House, if he had heard it correctly, proposed, in 
| the fiest place, to raise a military force for the pro- 


place, it proposed that the Congress of the United 
States should provide a territorial government 


ground, of course, for raising a military force for 


| raising a military force. It would be out of place 


army. 
The proposition of the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Coss] contemplated the putting aside of the 


Sg 


the great appropriation bills, which would require 
much time and attention in their consideration, had 


disposed to give to them more attention than it had 
heretofore been its pleasure to devote to them, they 
would not be able to dispose of them by the first 


by the Senate, so that the Government would not 


have at its command the means which these bills | 
provided atthe time they would be required. If, 


there was any immediate necessity for raising a 
military force for the protection of the citizens of 


promptly acted upon; but the general appropria- 
tion bills were of more importance than any private 


|| gest, could accomplish his purpose by moving to 
make the Oregon territorial bill the special order 
for Fridays and Saturdays; butif they took up the 


| vision for the protection of the citizens of Oregon, 
| they would not be able to dispose of it fora month 
to come; and it was for that, amongst other reasons, 
that he was opposed to incorporating in the same 
bill a proposition to protect the people of Oregon 
and one establishing a territorial government for 
that people. 

Mr. COBB inquired, if a majority had not the 
power, at any time, to stop debate, and bring the 
committee to a vote on any bill? 

Mr. VINTON assented, but added, that this 
was one of those subjects on which gentlemen 





| 
| } 
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tection of our people in Oregon, and in the next | 


for the Territory of Oregon. Now, there was no | 
necessary connection between these two things. | 
If our people were in danger, that might be good | 


their protection; but a bill to establish a territorial | 
| government did not contemplate any such thing as | 


in such a bill to make an addition to the standing 


appropriation bills for the purpose of taking up the | 
Oregon territorial bill, giving notice of a provision | 
which he should move to incorporate into that bill | 
to raise a military force for Oregon. ‘They were 

now about entering upon the month of June, and | 


not yet been acted upon; and unless the House was | 


of July next, when they should enter upon the fiscal | 
year for which these bills made provision. And | 
after that period they would have to be acted upon | 


| Oregon, he was willing that that subject should be | 


| bill. The gentleman from Georgia, he would sug- | 


territorial bill, and intended thereby to make pro- | 


could not be gagged here. He did not say that he 
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wished to speak upon it himself, but there was a 
great question involved which had been much de- 
bated out of place, and when it should come up in 
its proper place he should be disposed to hear both 
sides of the House upon it, and to give to gentle- 
men from all portions of the country an opportu- 
nity to express their sentiments. He was not will- 
ing to take up that bill with the understanding that 
the gaz was to be applied in its passage. ‘There 
Was no necessary connection between the terri- 
torial bill and the proposition for the protection of 
the citizens of Oregon, and he desired that they 
should be kept separate. We were in daily ex- 
pectation of receiving intelligence of the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of peace with Mexico, and then 
there would be a large military force at the dispo- 
sal of the Government, which would render unne- 
cessary these additional troops which the gentleman 
from Georgia called for. 

Mr. BOYDON asked why it was that the Presi- 
dent of the United States could send an army into 
Texas, yea, even into the territory of Mexico, 
without giving notice to Congress of his intention 
to do so, and yet could not send aid to our own 
citizens in our own Territory of Oregon without 
calling upon Congress for authority ? 

| Mr. VINTON replied that that was a question 
which the gentleman from North Carolina could 
answer as well as he could. He then expressed 
the hope that the Oregon territorial bill would not 
'| be made to interfere with the general appropriation 
bills. 
| Mr. HARALSON Said it was important to act 
speedily on this message from the President of the 
United States. Our citizens who were now inhab- 
itants of Oregon were in need of military aid to 
protect them against the Indian tribes, and prompt 
| action was necessary to give them that aid. He 
hoped it would not be mixed up with the consider- 
ation of the Oregon territorial bill; for when that 
bill shall come up, it would be discussed from 
day to day and week to week, and hence it was 
important to give this message such a direction— 
for instance, by referring it to the Military Com- 
mittee—as would lead to the furnishing of speedy 
relief to those who appealed to us for protection. 

How could this be done? They were separate 
questions; both embraced, it was true, in the mes- 
sage of the President—one, however, urging the 
importance of the establishment of a territorial 
government in Oregon; and the other a specific 

| recommendation that the President be authorized 
to raise a volunteer force for the purpose of going 
speedily to the scene of these disturbances, and 
giving relief to our citizens there. He would pro- 
pose, then, instead of the motion of his colleague, 
that the President’s message be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, with instructions 
to that committee to report, and to report forth- 
with, if they pleased, a bill to this House autho- 
|| rizing the President to raise a suflicient force to 
roceed forthwith to Oregon to give our citizens 
|| there the relief they demand. Thus speedy relief 
would be afforded, and the House would not place 
| themselves in the attitude of disregarding the call, 
and engaging in idle debate upon subjects discon- 
nected with that relief. The two subjects were 
not connected with each other; the one related 
|| to the establishment of a territorial government 
which might tend ultimately to their security 
against the encroachments of the Indians; and the 
other proposed to raise a military force for their 
immediate relief. 

Mr. COBB wished to make the simple sugges- 
tion to his colleague that this very war in which 
the people of Oregon were engaged with these In- 
dian tribes originated in consequence of the failure 
of this Government to establish Indian agencies 
there to conciliate and control them, and furnish 
them those articles which were usually given to 
the Indians, and were necessary for carrying on 

| peaceable relations with them. That was one of 
the chief causes of the present difficulties. The 
| establishment of Indian agencies would be more 
effective towards putting an end to this war, and 
restoring friendly relations, than all the regiments 
‘| we could send. They needed both; but, untl 
|, Congress gave them the protection of law, all other 
| measures of relief were merely temporary, and 
| might do as much harm as good. 
|| Mr. HARALSON replied that he had just voted 
|| to make the Oregon bill the special order for an 
'| early day, and he trusted he should not be consid- 
ered opposed to speedy action. But he asked his 
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colleague if he did not know that it was utterly 
impossible to have as prompt action on the terri- 
torial bill as he in his fervor might desire. It had 
already been intimated that there were various 
questions which might arise in the discussion of 
that bill upon which a very large number of the 
members might desire to be heard. 

Mr. COBB would anewer his colleague’s inter- 
rogatory with great pleasure, by telling him that 
there was nota question which could arise outof the 
Oregon bill, either in its present form or as it might 
be amended, which had not been discussed over 
and over again; and upon the determination of 
this House to act, or not to act, would depend the 
early decision or the postponement of the ques- 
lion. 

Mr. HARALSON agreed that some of the ques- 
tions which would grow out of the Oregon ‘Terri- 
tory bill had been discussed year after year and 
session after session, but urged that in all proba- 
bility they would be discussed again. Could any 
member expect that the questions embraced in that 
bill would not be discussed when it came up to be 
acted on? Tle perhaps might not be disposed to 
enter into the discussion, butother gentlemen would, 
and one already had the floor upon it, and it would 
be diflicult, if not impossible, to close the debate at 
an early day. If the motion to lay on the table 
prevailed, he would go with his colleague to con- 
sider as spec dily as possible the Oregon ‘Territory 
bill; if it failed, he should move to refer the mes- 
save to the Committee on Military Affairs, with 


instructions to prepare and report a bill making |, 
proper provision for affording immediate security | 


to our people in Oregon. But they might do both; 
they might, and he hoped they would as soon as 
possible, proceed to consider the territorial bill, and 


then, if his anticipations were fulfilled, the Com. 


mittee on Military Affairs might report the bill to | 
afford p ompt relief, which he hoped would be 


passed immediately, and then gentlemen could 
spend the time in discussing the bill to establish 
the territorial government. 

Mr. COLLAMER said there had been several 
instances in the course of his short Congressional 
experience in Which, at least, there had been this 
successful experiment—that some pressing emer- 
gency was seized hold of, because it was pressing, 
not for the purpose of providing for that peculiar 
exigency, but of taking advantage of that exigency 
to carry the necessary measure together with some- 
thing else. ‘This experiment had in various forms 
successfully been practised upon the House. He 
referred, as one of the most notable instances, to 
the preamble of the war bill,as thus forced through, 
in connection with which men had been driven to 
votes, some under protest, which he thought many 
of them had had oceasion to deplore; if they had 
not, the country had. A burnt child dreads the 
fire.’’ He was inclined from this experience to 
say, if there were an exigency arising, they should 
confine their action to this exigency, and not 
undertake to connect with it, by any artificial con- 
trivance, other matters which had no necessary 
connection. He thought, in raising the army for 
Mexico, they did not confine their action to the 
exigency; and it seemed to him that on this occa- 
sion he could perceive a similar attempt. What 
was the state of the case? We had been informed 
that our inhabitants who had gone to Oregon were 
in great peril; that the Indians had waged war 
upon them and had already committed massacre 
and bloodshed. Very well; the first proposition 
offered was immediately to take up a certain bill to 
establish a territorial government in Oregon. Now, 
he asked whether that bill would protect the people, 
if it passed ? Would it stop the Indian war? Would 
it afford relief to the citizens there? Not at all; it 
did no such thing, But there had been an open 
avowal of another purpose, which was to take ad- 
vantage of this exigency to press through the ter- 
ritorial bill and prevent the discussion of the ques- 
tion of slavery in that Territory; and it was said, 
moreover, that the subject had been talked about 
enough. Now, if gentlemen chose to allow them- 
selves, afier this purpose had been avowed, to be 
coaxed into a transaction of this kind, they did it 
with their eyes open. He would not. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Copp] had 
said that Indian agencies should be established over 
the country. Now, the Oregon Territory bill con- 
tained no provision for Indian agencies; there was 
nothing of the kind in it. The Indian agencies 
were a branch of the Government by themselves; 
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they might be extended to as much or as little of 
the Indian territory as Congress thought proper; 
they were entirely independent of the territorial 
governments. ‘Therefore that did not answer the 
purpose. 

The truth was, if anything was wanted, a bill 


was wanted for the purpose of raising troops to be | 


sent immediately to that country. Now, he wished 
to be distincly understood, he did not object to 
raising any troops if necessary; neither had he any 
objection that this message should be sent to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. He would, how- 
ever, give the committee no instructions about it; 
he would send it to them expecting that they would 
take such action as the emergency of the case re- 
quired. He did not object to anything which was 
really necessary; but what did the occasion de- 
mand? What were its necessities? 

He was not satisfied with the reply of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] upon a sugges- 
uion that had been raised. Before the war with 
Mexico existed, a bill had been brought into the 
House, in pursuance of the recommendation of the 
President himself, providing, with a view to the 
protection against the Indian tribes of emigrants on 
their way to Oregon, for the erection of stockades 
and block-house forts along the route, and autho- 
rizing a regiment of mounted riflemen to be raised 
for this specific service. [He read this recommend- 
auon of the President, and an extract of the act.] 
The act was entitled “ An act to provide for raising 
a regiment of mounted riflemen, and establishing 
military stations on the route to Oregon.’’ This 
bill was passed into a law, as recommended by the 
President, for the express, distinct purpose thus 
avowed in its title. The President could not have 
failed to know the intention of Congress. And 
was it not his duty to carry out that intention, 


when it was known, and when it was constitu- | 


tional? But they were told that inasmuch as, on 
looking over the bill, it did not expressly say that 


the President should not use this force elsewhere, || 


he had sent them off to Mexico? Who, then, was 
responsible for the state of things which now ex- 
isted there ? 
been put on the way to Santa Fé; but the great pur- 
pose for which the regiment was expressly autho- 
rized by Congress had been totally neglected by the 


| Executive, and hence the inhabitants in Oregon 


had suffered. Who was responsible? He did not 


stand here to make particular charges against any- | 


body, or to impute bad motives, but he wished it 
correctly understood that it was not true, as the 
message implied, that Congress had failed to do its 
duty to the citizens in Oregon; and if their meas- 
ure had not answered its purpose, it was because 
the Executive had not carried out the clearly ex- 
pressed intentions of Congress. 


Mr. BOWLILN was understood to say that a | 


part of a regiment were now employed on the route 

to Santa Fé and to Oregon to protect emigrants. 
Mr. COLLAMER said this might be so, but 

he repeated that the Executive had violated the 


clearly expressed intentions of Congress in raising | 


this force, and animadverted upon the insufficiency 
of the excuse that he was not expressly prohibited 
from sending this force to Mexico. He did this 
with a view to have the facts of the case correctly 
understood. The fault, if fault there was, did not 


_ he upon Congress, for they had made express pro- | 
vision for this case, and the President had diverted 


the force to other service. The President had as- 


| sumed to send our troops into disputed territory; 


he certainly had the right, within the acknowledged 


limits of the territory of the United States, to dis- | 


pose of the army as he saw fit; and he should 
always havea reserve force sufficient to defend the 
frontiers in any contingency against the encroach- 
ments of the Indians. If the committee and the 
House thought that additional forces should be 


sent, let a bill be passed accordingly; but his main | 
purpose was to object against the emergency being 
made a pretext for pressing through the Oregon | 


Territory bill with hot haste and without dis- 
cussion. 


Mr. HILLIARD called for a division of the 


question. 
Afier some conversation on a point of order— 


The question on the first division, viz. on laying | 


on the table, was taken, and negatived. 
The question recurring on the second branch, 
viz. on prining— 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he intended 


' to favor the proposition of his friend from Georgia 


We were told that a small force had |} 
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| who last had the floor, [Mr. Hanatsoy,) and to 


express very briefly his Opposition to the course 
taken by his other iriend from Georgia, [Mr 
Coss.] He was as willing as any other member 
of Congress that the two Houses should act i 
mediately upon the proposition to give efficient 
and immediate relief to the people of the Territory 
of Oregon. He believed it was their duty to afford 
that aid promptly. But he objected to the prono- 
sition of his friend over the way, [Mr. Coss, } be 
cause it contemplated the hurried passage through 
the House of a bill involving the most important 
| question which agitated the people of this country, 
| Whenever that question was fairly before Con. 
gress, he, for one, desired to hear it discussed by 
men of all political complexions, and from every 
portion of the Confederacy. He had no idea of 
seeing the great question of the power of Congress 
over the Territories forced through under the gag, 
Let the two questions be separated; let the nies- 
_sage be 1eferred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and they report that sort of relief which 
the occasion required; and when the Oregon Ter- 
| ritory bill came up, let them have a full and fair dis- 
cussion upon the territorial question. He thoucht 
| he saw the object of the gentleman from Georgia; 
in the smoke created by the President’s message, 
in the excitement at the condition of our people in 
| Oregon, to force this question through under the 
gag, and get clear of this question, involving the 
most weighty consequences to this entire Confed- 
eracy, and especially the southern portion of it. 
| However it might affect Presidential aspirants, he 
could not sanction the attempt to blink the ques- 
tion and force it through under the gag. He wished 
at the proper time to express his views upon it, as 
other gentlemen had done upon occasions when 
the question did not properly arise. He was not 
willing that the views of the gentleman from Geor- 
via who had first addressed the House should vo 
as the views of the southern portion of this Con- 
federacy. He hoped, therefore, the gentleman’s 
proposition would be rejected, and that of the other 
gentleman from Georgia receive the sanction of the 
House. Whether the views of gentlemen might 
agree with those of others, or with those of Presi- 
dential aspirants, it mattered not; let every gentle- 
/man express his own views and those of his con- 
| stituents boldly, fearlessly. This he intended to 
make his course. 

Mr.SMITH, of Indiana, said he had introduced 
the resolution relative to the Oregon Territory bill 
without consultation with any individual, or with- 
out knowing that it was the intention of the Presi- 
dent to send in the message which had this morn- 
ing been received, but upon his own impression 
that the House was imperatively called to act upon 
this measure at an early period. He was aware 
that the general appropriation bills had already 
been made the speoial order, and that they were 
acting under it, and also, as had been stated by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. Vinton,] that but a month would elapse be- 
tween the present and the commencement of the 
| next fiscal year; and he had not, therefore, desired 
to anticipate these bills, but had proposed to make 
the Oregon bill the special order immediately after 
they had been disposed of. 

The gentleman from Vermont imagined he saw 
in this proposition an effort to make this exi- 
gency a pretext for rushing through this territorial 
ball 

Mr. COLLAMER said his remark did not ap- 
ply to the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. SMITH said, if any such purpose had been 
entertained by anybody, it was not by him, and 
proceeded warmly to urge the ae sap haet duty of 
Congress long ere this to have made provisions for 
a government for Oregon. It was now something 
like two years since the question of our title had 
been relieved from all doubt and controversy; @ 
population of ten to twelve thousand souls and 
more had gone there, having emigrated from almost 
every State in the Union; they were surrounded by 
savage tribes, who were making incursions upon 
them, pillaging their property, and attacking and 
| murdering them. We claimed the territory, and 
the reciprocal obligation rested upon us to extend 

to them the fostering care and protection of this 
| Government; we should either do this or declare 
that we left them to take care of themselves. Un- 
|| less a resolution to make the bill a special order 
| was adopted, the session would pass, and it would 
\) not be acted on. 
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He had no objection to the proposition of the 
ventieman from Georgia to refer this message to 
che Committee on Military Affairs. If its state- 
ments were true—and he had reason to believe they 
were, they were corroborated from other sources— 
if the people of that territory were now preyed upon 
py Indians, if they were the subjects of slaughter 
and massacre, we ought to provide means for their 
immediate protection. He was aware, as had been 
stated by the gentleman from Vermont, that these 
means had been furnished at a former period by 
Congress, but they had been diverted to another 
purpose, and it was enough now for them to know 
that protection was not now provided. Let the 
responsibility of diverting the military force rest 
where it might, Congress were obliged now either 
to call back that force or ary another. He 
was willing that that force should be provided. 

He concurred with the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi that the questions involved in this bill were of 
che highest importance. He was aware that a new, 
ind not only a new, but a startling doctrine had 
been propounded in this House and elsewhere, that 
this Government had no right to establish territo- 
rial governments. He desired to see this question 
settled; he desired, with his friend from Missis- 
sippi, to allow the largest latitude in the discussion 
of this and collateral questions, and he was willing 
tomeet them. He did not desire to delay the action 
of the House upon the measure which might be 
necessary for the immediate protection of that peo- 
ple until these other subjects could be discussed. 
Let the message be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, or some other appropriate com- 
mittee, and, when it was reported, let it receive the 
prompt acuion of the House; and, in the mean time, 
he trusted that the House would fix on a time 
when this territorial bill would be brought up, 
and if Congress had the power to establish a ter- 
ritorial government, let it be known; and, if they 
had not, let the people there be informed of it, and 
beleftto their own resources to form a government. 

Mr. VENABLE concurred fully with the gen- 
tlemen who thought they should adopt immediate 
action for the protection of the people of Oregon, 
and he took occasion to say to his friend from Ver- 
mont, that whatever might be the disposition of 
others, it was none of his (Mr. V.’s) to annex this 
amendment to the Oregon bill for the purpose of 
avoiding the discussion of the question to which 


| that territory under the expectation of our protec- 
, tion, let them afford immediate relief. 


the gentleman had referred. He wished to stand | 


reclus in curia upon that question; and when it 
came up, he trusted an opportunity would be af- 
forded him of giving his views in full. A more 
important and interesting question had never, and 
could never, be agitated. He was unwilling, by 
indirect legislation or by parliamentary mancuvre, 
to avoid any question; he was willing that the 
world should 


know any political opinion he held, | 


and to give full expression to it, affect whatever | 


individual it might. 


He proceeded to vindicate the President from the | 
charges made against him by Mr. Cotiamer, and | 


read from the message of 1845 recommending the 
erection of stockades and block-house forts, and 


the employment of a mounted regiment on the | 


route to Oregon; and said that the regiment was 
raised, and they were told by the gentleman from 
Missouri that two battalions of it were there. 

Mr. BOWLIN, (in his seat.) Two battalions 
of a regiment! 

Mr. VENABLE. Two battalions of a regiment. 
Ah! how had the thing diminished and come down 
to nothing! Did the Taw restrict the President to 
one particular regiment, if, as commander-in-chief 
of the army, he though best to send one regiment 
there instead of another ? 


If the men were there— | 


if the stockades and block-house forts were there | 
to protect the emigrants on the way to Oregon, and | 


not in the by of Oregon, the President was | 


not responsible. He had carried out the provisions 
of the law of Congress. But that made no differ- 
ence with some gentlemen; it was impossible for 
the President to suit the tastes, inclinations, and 


feelings of certain individuals; if a Democratic | 


cook prepared the food it was either too salt or too | 
fresh, too done or too raw, the blame must be | 


thrown upon the President at any rate! 

e concurred with his frien 
(Mr. Hararson.) | He would detach this question 
from party strife, from slavery, the Wilmot proviso, 
and other political questions. When the voice of 
distress and agony came up to us from those who 
had carried ‘th 


from Georgia, | 


His principal object in rising was to inform the 
people everywhere that there was no disposition, 
he believed, on his side of the House, and it was 
disclaimed on the other, to blink this great ques- 
tion, He was willing to discuss it; he wanted all 
its principles to be made as familiar as household 
words, let who would be injured by it. He want- 
ed it understood. When the Oregon bill came up, 
he hoped that no hurry to adjourn or anything else 
would prevent a thorough discussion and under- 
standing of each other’s views. If the platform on 
which he and those who thought with him stood 
had a bad foundation, let it be torn from them; but 
let it be understood that the rights of the southern 
portion of the Confederacy were never to be made 
the subject of compromise. He felt that his chil- 
dren were the legitimate children of the country; 
that they had an equal interest in the common 
property of the Union, and no man should say, you 
have no right to put your foot upon the territory 
of the Union. With his heart’s blood he would 
defend that principle. In all our broad territory, 
whether acquired by purchase or conquest, by ces- 
sion or treaty, his children and the children of his 
sonstituents had the right to put their foot and their 
property, and to demand that protection which the 
Constitution of the United States gave them. When 
he ceased to stand by this right he hoped to be de- 
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Mr. COBB inquired at what time his friend from 
Alabama thought the appropriation bills would be 
passed? And why they had not been passed long 
avo? 


“Mr. HELLIARD could not undertake to con- 


jecture when they would be passed, if topics of 


this kind were allowed to supersede them. But if 
the House would go on in the ordinary course of 
legislation, they would be able to dispose of them 
ina very few weeks. He would, however, refer 
to his friend from Ohio. 

Mr. VINTON, being thus appealed to, said, if 
when the appropriation bills were up, all other 
subjects except the bill were to be discussed, he 
could not form a conjecture when they would be 
disposed of. That had been the course heretofore; 
the discussion had been about things totally for- 
eign to the bills before the House. If the House, 
however, would pursue the course indicated by the 
veotieman from Alabama, and confine the debate 
to the bills and the subjects properly involved, the 
probability was that they would be passed in the 
course of all the next month. 

Mr. HILLIARD said, as to why it had not 
already been done, the gentleman could as well 
answer as himself, having watched the course of 


| business as closely. 


| nounced as recreant to every high, noble, and holy || 


feeling which should fill an American bosom. 

Mr. HILLIARD recalled the attention of the 
House to the question under consideration, and 
was understood to confess that he was not without 
suspicion that there were concealed objects lurk- 
ing beneath the proposition of the gentleman from 
Georgia, which looked to cutting short the debate 
on the territorial bill. He heartily responded to 
the sentiments of his friend from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Brown,] who did not wish this question to be 
suppressed. He had no desire to pin these two 
subjects together, and dispose of them under the 
— of the gag, or to cut off any part of this 

fouse from the full and free expression of any 
sentiment which they might hold. He was will- 
ing to give prompt relief to our citizens in Oregon, 
and it seemed to him best to adopt the very sensi- 
ble suggestion of the gentleman from Georgia, and 
refer the message to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; for how could this House mature the 
proper bill without a committee? 
give efficient military protection both to residents 
and to emigrants on their way to Oregon. Let 
them act wisely; let no ultra object influence their 
legislation; let them do their duty to the country, 





and not bring into the discussion of every question 
small and great subjects which were not connected 
with it, and which ought not to be brought here. 
Whether it was designed to affect the Presidential 
contest which was coming off he knew not; but, 
if no other and sinister object was to be accom- 
plished, the proper course was to refer to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and let them prepare a 
bill to raise a sufficient force to send out to Oregon. 
He was willing to vote for it; he sympathized 
with our citizens in that distant country; the very 
first speech he had made on this floor was in their 
behalf, and he was willing now to act in accord- 
ance with it. But he argued that there was no ne- 
cessity for such hot haste, for pressing aside all 
the important business of the session. 

With reference to the question of establishing 


territorial governments, he had views which would | 


conflict with those of some other gentlemen, but 
which he believed would receive the support of the 
great body of the people. He did not desire to 
mix up the subject with other questions affecting 
the Presidential canvass. So far as he was con- 
cerned, he recognized no ally of that descviption. 
He meant to fight the Presidential contest upon 
the lofty ground on which it ought to be placed— 
upon public policy, independent of local interests, 
which had no place in it, upon a high conservative 
policy, opposed to the recklessness of the course 
of the present Administration. 

So believing, he was unwilling to bring up the 





| sary to pass, as the commencement of the fiscal 
| year was at hand. By this course the general 


eir wives and their little ones into || despatch of business would be promoted -—— 


\ 


» 


He wished to | 


He was anxious that they should act on the 
Oregon bill; he was anxious also that this message 
should be acted on, and was in favor of referring 
it to the Committee on Military Affairs; and when 


| reported it could be acted on with little delay, after 
| which they would have time to discuss the other 


very delicate question upon this floor. While the 
section of the country he in part had the honor to 


| represent asked no exclusive favors, it would sub- 
| mit to no exclusive deprivations; while it did not 
| appeal to the generosity of the Government, it ap- 


pealed to its justice; it held it to its constitution and 
compromises; and while they were unwilling to 
offend the feelings of any gentleman who acted 
with them, they never would merge the rights of 
that section for any other object near or remote, 


| nor support any gentleman who did not heartily 
|} agree with them in all the great conservative 


measures which formed an issue before the coun- 
try. 

“Mr. NICOLL obtained the floor, and, after some 
conversation—at the suggestion of Mr. Haratson 
and others, having moved an amendment to the 
motion to print, to refer to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs—demanded the previous question. 

The demand was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered, and being taken, the amendment and 
motion as amended were successively agreed to, 
and then the message was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and printed, 

The question recurring on the resolution of Mr. 


| Smiru, of Indiana, to make the Oregon territorial 


| 


bill the special order immediat@ly after the general 


| appropriation bills are disposed of, and so to con- 


j 


| 
| 


tinue from day to day (except Fridays and Satur- 
days) until disposed of — 
he SPEAKER ruled out of order the amend- 


‘| ment of which Mr. Bow iw had given notice, and 


| 
| 


| 
| 


—_—— —- 
— 


Oregon bill now, but expressed his preference to | 
adhering to the order of business, and especially | 
| to executing the special order by disposing of the | 
'| general appropriation bills which it was so neces- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


which he now offered, making the Oregon bill the 


|| special order for this day and until disposed of, and 


for this purpose postponing all previous special 
orders. : 

Considerable conversation ensued upon this 
point of order, but ‘the decision of the Chair was 
acquiesced in without appeal. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, demanded 
the previous question; which was seconded, and 
under its operation the original resolution of Mr. 
Situ was adopted. 


PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. ASHMUN asked the general consent of 
the House to introduce a joint resolution to close 
the present session of Congress, by an adjourn- 
ment sine die, on Monday, July 10, at 12 o'clock, 
meridian. . 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said the resolution was 
not now before the House, and therefore, in order 
that they might put themselves in a condition to 
adjourn, he would move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of disposing of the busi- 
ness before them. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he moved a suspension of 


| the rules for the purpose of submitting his resolu- 


it 


tion, and he asked the yeas and nays thereon. 
Mr. COBB contended that the gentleman was 
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too late, and that he could not now submit such a 
motion. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Georgia that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had possession of the floor, he having risen to sub- 
mit a resolution, and to move a suspension of the 
rules for its admission. 

Mr. ASHMUN then again moved the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and asked for the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered. 

Mr. COBB asked the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts what time he proposed to fix by his reso- 
lution for the adjournment of Congress. 

Mr. ASIIMUN replied the 10th of July. 

Mr. COBB said the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means had this morning informed 
them that the appropriation bills would not be got 
through with before the Ist of July, and then there 
would be the army bill, the Oregon bill, and others 
of great importance, 

The SPEAKER interposed, and informed the 
gentleman from Georgia that the quesuon was not 
debatable. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on suspend- 
ing the rules, and resulted thus—yeas 113, nays 
69; so the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. HUNT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate bill concerning Spanish steam 
vessels was passed by the House on Saturday 
last. ‘The motion was laid over for the present. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to suspend the rules, 
to enable him to offer a resolution to make the post 
route bill the special order of the day for Friday 
next. It was decided by yeas and nays—yeas 85, 
nays 82. ‘Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, 
the rules were not suspended, 


Mr. GRINNELL moved a suspension of the | 


rules, to enable him to offer a resolution making 
Senate bill to repair the dam at the head of Cum- 
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of this contract one of the steamers was in pro- 
gress of construction, and provision had been 


berland Island, in the Ohio river, and the several | 


river and harbor bills of the House, the special 


order of the day after the Oregon bill was dis- | 
posed of, and so to continue, Fridays and Satur- \ 


days excepted, until disposed of. 

After several inquiries from members— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an 
adjournment. Lost. 


‘The vote was then taken on suspending the | 


rules by yeas and nays, and there were—yeas 100, 
nays 67. 

‘Two-thirds not voting 
were not suspended. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

The Llouse, on motion of Mr. VINTON, re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Daniex P. Kine, of Mas- 
sachusetis, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department. 

When the committee was last in session on this 
bill, Mr. Ruerr moved to amend the item: 

* For transportation of the mails within the United States, 
$2,549,700," by reducing the sum to $2,495,700, and adding 
to the end of the item the words, “ for the transportation of 
the mail in steam-vessels between Charleston and Havana, 
$45,000," 

Which amendment was amended by adding 
thereto the following, (moved by Mr. Kaine, of 
Georgia:) 

The said steamers to be employed in the conveyance of 
the mail from Charleston to Havana shall stop, going and re- 
turning, at Savannah, in Georgia, to deliver and receive let 
ters, papers, passengers, and freight; provided there shall be 
no increase of compensation therefor. The said steamers 
shall also be commanded by officers of the navy not below 
the grade of heutenant, and shall receive four midshipmen 
on board as watch officers ; the said officers to be accommo- 
dated without charge to the Government. 


Mr. KING then moved further to amend the 
amendment by adding the following: 

Provided, That the contract made fby the Postmaster 
General for the transportation of the mail from Charleston, 
via Savannah and Key West, to Havana, is hereby trans- 
ferred to the Navy Department, and placed under the care 
and direction of the Secretary of the Navy, who shall ap- 
point a skillful naval constructor to superintend the con- 
struction of the sieamers to be employed in said service. 


The question on this latter amendment was 
pending when the committee rose on the 18th in- 
Stant. 

Mr. RHETT explained that this amendment 
was necessary in order to carry out the provisions 
of a contract which had already been entered into 
by the Postmaster General with certain individu- 
als for the transportation of the mail by steam be- 
tween Charleston and the Havana. In the faith 


in favor thereof, the rules 


made for the building of another. The Postmas- 
ter General had supposed that the sum inserted 
in this bill for general mail transportation would 
have been sufficient to cover this contract; but it 
turned out otherwise, and hence the necessity for 
inserting the amendment. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK was desirous of amending this 


amendment, but Mr. RHETT objected, and raised || 
the point of order that it would not be in order to | 
amend the amendment, because tellers had been | 


ordered upon it. 

This point was argued by Messrs. RHETT, 
SCHENCK, and HOUSTON, of Alabama; when 
Mr. R. not pressing his objection, the CHAIR 
ruled to receive Mr. Scuenck’s amendment, the 
object of which was to require that these steamers 
should be so constructed, that while the direct pur- 
pose of their construction was the transportation 
of the mail, they might be susceptible ofa transform- 
ation into war steamers, if the exigencies of the 
Government should render such an addition to the 
strength of the navy expedient or necessary. 


Mr. S. thought we ought not to refuse to be in- | 


structed by the experience of other countries; and 
he then referred to the policy observed by Great 
Britain in the building of her mail steamers, which 
had purposely been so planned that each of her 
large mail vessels might at pleasure become a ves- 
sel of war. If this contract should, as had been 
proposed by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Kina,]} be transferred from the Post Office Depart- 


ment to that of the Navy, the contract might, with | 
the assent of the contractors, be so modified as to | 
But unless | 
such an ulterior use of these steamers should be | 
provided for, Mr. 8S. would be compelled, however | 
reluctantly, to vote against the whole appropria- | 


effect the purpose he had indicated. 


tion, as he could not consent to incur such an ex- 
penditure for mail transportation solely. 

Mr. STRONG wanted the question divided, so 
as to get a separate vote on the appropriation of 
$45,000 for these steamers between Charleston and 
the Havana, the propriety of which appropriation 
he was disposed to question. 


A long and desultory discussion on order here | 


_ arose, as to the manner in which such a vote might 
be reached in conformity with the rules. 


It was at length suggested by Mr. FICKLIN | 
that a vote on the amendment as amended would | 


accomplish the gentleman’s purpose. 


agreed to, the question recurred on the amendment 
as amended, when it was carried: Ayes 75, noes 
4}. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the item “‘ for 
mail depredations and special agents, $12,000,” 
by inserting after the word ‘ for’’ the words “the 
detection and prevention of;”’ so that it would read 


‘‘for the detection and prevention of mail depre- | 


dations,’’ &c. 
This amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was continued, and when 


completed, the committee rose and reported the || 


bill as amended. 


Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, | 


which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered; but before being put, 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 


1} Monpay, May 29, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || 


the following letter: 
Wasnincton, May 29, 1848. 


Sir: I hereby resign my seat in the Senate of |, 
the United States as one of the Senators from the || 


State of Michigan. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, | 


4 LEW. CASS. 
Hon. Geo. M. Dattas, 
Vice President of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. FELCH, 

Ordered, That the Vice President inform the 
Governor of Michigan of said resignation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States, 


transmitting a memorial and other papers from the || 


Governor and * Legislative Assembly ’’ of Oregon, 


‘invoking the aid and protection of the Govern- | 


LOBE. 


The amendment to the amendment having been | 





7 _ May 29, 


[For the Message, see 


| ment of the United States. 
House proceedings. } 
|| Mr. BRIGHT moved that the message and 


. doc- 
uments be referred to the Committee on Territo 


ries, and be printed for the use of the Senate. 
|| , Mr. ATCHISON said that there was no neces. 
| Sity for any reference of the subject to the Com. 
| mittee on the Territories, as that committee had 
|| already done what the President recommended. 

and the Committee on Public Lands has also yp». 
ported a bill to grant donations of land and for the 
appointment of Indian agents; which bills wera 
only now awaiting the action of the Senate. There 
was, therefore, no necessity for a reference of the 
subject to either of those committees, if indeed at 
all; but, if the Senate thought it ought to be re. 
ferred, there might be some propriety in sending 





to the Committee on Military Affairs 80 much of jt 
' as related to the raising of the additional regimen, 
of mounted men, as there was no law authorizino 
the President to raise this force. He suggested 
| the reference of the message to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs. 

| Mr. BRIGHT signified his acquiescence in this 
course; and the message and documents were 
| accordingly referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. HALE presented three several memorials, 
numerously signed by inhabitants of Maine, asking 
| thatan inquiry may be instituted by Congress as to 
| whether the slave trade is carried on in the District 
of Columbia; and, if so, under what authority of 
law. The motion to receive these petitions was 
|| laid on the table. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the construction of a post route from Phila- 
delphia to New York, in the shape of a railroad; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition from Jedediah 
Gray, asking a pension for injuries received while 
in the service of the Ordnance department; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BELL presented a petition from Samuel F. 
Read, asking compensation for a horse taken for 
the United States service during the Florida war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DOWNS presented a petition from citizens 
of the western district of Louisiana, asking the es- 
tablishment of a judicial district north of Red river, 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Louisiana, in 
favor of the purchase of Mount Vernon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
Lawrence M. Morton and others, clerks in the 
pay department of the army at New Orleans, asking 
an increase of compensation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. C. observed that the memorial was couched 
in respectful and appropriate language, and he 
thought the prayer reasonable, and that it ought to 
be granted. 

Mr. NILES presented a petition from Candace 
Munn, asking to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of William Norris, 
and thatit be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the memorials of 
Sarah Hebbard and Sarah Ann Hart. 

Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, 
| made an adverse report in the case of Abel Gregg. 

Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, 
reported the bill in addition to an act for the more 
equitable distribution of the navy pension fund, 
recommending that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, 
| asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of John Baldwin. 

Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, 
reported the bill for the relief of John W. Simon- 
ton, with an amendment substituting a new bill. 

Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, 

asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
‘ation of the memorials of John Erickson and of 
|| Ann Kelly, and made a report in each case. 
Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 











Pewee CF 


1848. 





claims, asked to be discharged from the further 
-onsideration of the memorial of Amos Holton, 
the ground of insufficient evidence. . 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
{fairs, reported House bill for the relief of Fran- 
ws M. Holton, without amendment, and a report 
~ommending its passage. 
Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to punish violations of the 
secret proceedings of Congress; which was read a 
first ume. ; 

(This bill provides that any person who shall 
abstract, receive, or carry away from any one hav- 
we the lawful custody or possession thereof, or 
fom where the same may have been deposited or 
placed, any paper, document, or communication, 
or any copy of the same, or part thereof, or any 
minute or report of the proceedings, shall, on con- 
yietion before any United States court having 
criminal jurisdiction, be adjudged guilty of a mis 


on { 


ret 


Jemeanor, and punished by a fine not less than 


__— dollars, and imprisoned for a term not more 
than ———, nor less than ———. It also makes 
the same punishment applicable to those who, 


having the lawful custody, charge, or control of | 


such papers, either give, lend, or otherwise com- 
municate the same, or print or publish them. 
And, in all cases of such contempt, it is made the 


duty of the marshal of the District to take the cul- | 


prits into custody, and retain them in the public 
jail, according to the tenor and terms of the order 
‘of commitment. ] 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and stated, that at the last 
session assum had been appropriated for the erection 
ofa light-house at the western end of Long Island 


Sound, and some progress was made in the work. | 


Some causes had occurred to delay the construc- 


tion. He wished to submit a resolution of inquiry, | 


which he hoped the Senate would agree to. For 


want of this light, the Government had very recent- | 


ly sustained a heavy loss. 
lowing resolution, which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 


He submitted the fol- | 


Senate what progress has been made in the erection of a | 
jight-house on Execution Rocks, under the act of 3d March, | 


ini7, and what causes have occurred to delay the comple- 
tion of that work. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, it was 


Ordered, That Mr. Benron be chairman of the Committee | 


on Military Affairs, in the place of Mr. Casa, resigned, and 
that the Chair fill the vacancy. 


The VICE PRESIDENT nominated Mr. Bor- 
LAND tosupply the vacancy thus occasioned. 
An immense number of private bills from the 


House of Representatives were read a first and | 
second time by their titles, and appropriately re- | 


ferred, 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the Indian department; and the 


amendments proposed by the Committee on Fi- | 


nance having been adopted— 

Mr. ATCHISON said he had been instructed 
by the Committee on Military Affairs to move an 
amendment to the bill. He was not at this mo- 
ment prepared to offer the amendment, and he would 
therefore move that the further consideration of the 


Lill be postponed until to-morrow; which motion | 


was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the prior orders were 
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill from the House to amend the 
act to provide for the transportation of the mail 


between the United States and foreign countries, | 


and for other purposes. 

_Mr. NILES having explained the object of the 
bill and amendments reported by the committee— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved an amend- 
ment to one of the amendments, which was agreed 
‘0, after some explanations between Mr. Nixes and 
Mr. Davis. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the first section of 
the bill by striking out the words which empower 
custom-house officers to open packages to search 
for letters. 

Mr. H. thought, as the bill now stood, it gave a 
power to the custom-house officers which might be 
much abused. He thought the power to break 
Open packages, on suspicion that they might con- 
.—s letters, was too great to be conferred on any 
omecer, 

_Mr. NILES said the clause only referred to for- 
eign steam vessels. Frauds had taken place, and 
if we undertake to legislate at all, we should make 
the legislation effectual. 


TH 


The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill 
for the relief of David Myerle. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bill 


| by inserting a provision that Myerle, before re- 


ceiving the amount appropriated by the bill, should 


| give bonds, with sureties, to be approved by the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, to secure the payment, 


| out of the sum, to certain creditors, who, as was 








| alleged, had furnished him with hemp, to enable 


him to fulfill his contract with the Government. 
Some discussion ensued, in which Messrs. 
BAGBY, UNDERWOOD, BENTON, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and BADGER, took part; when— 
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed until Wed- 
nesday. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 30, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first question 
before the House was on agreeing to the amend- 
ments of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union to the bill making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department for the 
year ending June 30, 1549; which question was 
pending when the House adjourned yesterday, and 
on which the previous quesuon was operating. 

The question was put on agreeing to the first 
amendment, viz: the amendment moved by Mr. 
Ruyert, which was amended by adding thereto the 
amendments moved by Messrs. Kina, of Georgia, 
and SCHENCK. 

The question was decided by yeas and nays: 
Yeas 75, nays 77. 

‘The other amendments were then read and agreed 


to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed and rewd a | 
third time; and being engrossed, it was read a 


third time and passed. 
Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, to whom were referred the amend- | 
ments of the Senate to the bill making appropria- || 
tions for the support of the Military Academy for | 
the year ending June 30, 1849, reported the same | 


back to the House, with the recommendation that 
the House concur in said amendments of the 
Senate. 


A QUESTION OF ORDER. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. VINTON, | 


resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union, (Mr. @’oomas, of Georgia, | 


in the chair,) and proceeded to consider the above- 
mentioned bill, and the Senate’s amendments there- 
to. 


Mr. RHETT obtained the floor, and observed | 


that it was his purpose on this occasion to depart 
in what he had to say from the subject directly 
before the committee, and speak of some other 
matters which were connected with the interests of 
the American people, and with the existing state 
of things. 

Mr. VINTON hereupon rose to order. The 
gentleman had with great frankness given notice 
to the committee, that what he intended to say 
would not be on the bill or amendment immediate- 
ly before the committee, but on something else. 
lt was very true, that in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, great latitude of debate 


was usually allowed, but not, as was now frankly | 
avowed, a total departure from the subject before | 


the committee for discussion. All remarks than 
those which had reference to the subject under 
consideration would be irrelevant and wholly out 
of order. 


Mr. RHETT said that most certainly he had | 
not risen, avowing, as he had done, his intention | 


to discuss other matters than those connected with 
the bill before the committee, without having first 


fortified himself with precedents to sustain him in | 


such a course. When the post office bill had re- 
cate bone under consideration in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and a gen- 


tleman had commenced a speech upon the Mexican | 


war, the chairman of the committee had called him 


to order for irrelevancy, and ruled him to be out | 


of order in speaking toa subject not before the 
committee; but on an appeal from that decision, it 
had been reversed, and it was held that when the 


ii House was in Committee of the Whole on the 
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state of the Union, a member might speak on any 
subject he pleased. 

The CHAIR ruled Mr. 
order. 

From this decision Mr. RHETT took an ap- 
peal, referring to the decision by the House in 
opposition to the Chairman on the occasion men- 
toned. ‘The only difference in the question then 
and now, lay in this: that on the former occasion, 
the committee had had the post office bill before 
them, and now they had the Military Academy 
bill. 

Tellers were demanded on the vote to be taken, 
and ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rejoiced that the ques- 
tion had been presented for decision. ‘There was 
now an opportunity to get a decision that should 
guide the future course of the House in cases of 
this kind. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, insisted that this 
was avery different case from that when the House 
had been in committee on the post office bill, It 
had now no entire bill before it, but simply an 
amendment sent back from the Senate on one solt- 
tary isolated point, viz: theappointment of a Board 
of Visiters to attend the annual examination at 
West Point for the present year. This differed 
| entirely from ordinary cases of bills taken up in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and the practice of the House on such bills ought 
not to be considered as a precedent for this case, 

Mr. RHETT could not see the distinetion which 
the gentleman considered as so broad and obvious. 
The committee were upon an amendment to a bill, 
and it made no difference in principle whether that 
amendment had originated in the House itself or 

| in the Senate. When the House was in commit- 
| tee on the state of the Union, anything that in any 
|| way affected the state of the Union was admissi- 
|| ble and in order. Ever since Mr. R. had had the 
honor of a seat here, such had been the practice; 
and, as he had before stated, when a contrary de- 
| cision had been attempted, the House had overe 
|| ruled it. 

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, said that it mattered 
not what had been the practice in times past, the 
House could make a new decision now; and he 
trusted they would, and such a decision as would 
|| for the future keep gentlemen within legitimate 
|| bounds of order, and prevent such violations of all 
|| parliamentary principle as had been witnessed in 

that Hall, and more especially during the present 

session. ‘The gentleman from South Carolina gave 
| notice beforehand that he should not speak to the 
|| bill before the committee, but about something else; 
and after this frank annunciation asked the gentle- 
men to sitand hear him. Mr. B. hoped that, in- 
stead of doing this, they should sustain the decision 
| of the Chair. Mr. B., for one, was ready to do so 
by his vote, and hoped to see an end put to this 
| wandering all over the world in rambling speeches, 
| instead of speaking to the subject on which the 


RHETT to be out of 


} 


committee was called to act. 
|| Mr. BAYLY said he should entirely agree with 
|| his colleague, were it now earlier in the session, 
|| and the practice was now to be originally settled; 
|| but, having allowed the liberty to others, he 
thought it would seem invidious if the committee 
should now rigidly enforce the strictness of par- 
|| lamentary law. The ruling of the Chair was 
|| undoubtedly right, according to the rules of the 

House. It was for the House to relax the appli- 
| cation of its own rules, and not for its Chairman 
to do it. 

Mr. WOODWARD could not sustain the decis- 
| ion of the Chair. The rules did not and could 
not define with exactness the range of debate. 
They declared that an enlarged liberty of debate 
|, should be permitted in Committee of the Whole, 
but not how large that liberty should be. The 
| rules not having defined it, its limitation must be 
| only by the practice of the House. 

Mr. SIMS here read two rules of order, one 
declaring that in the House gentlemen should con- 
| fine their remarks to the question in debate, and 
|, the other that the rules of the House should be ap- 
|| plicable in Committee of the Whole. Of course, 
| a member in Committee of the Whole could not 
| speak on questions not under debate. 
| Mr. WOODWARD resumed, and still insisted 
|| that no rule could exactly define how large the 
|, Sphere of debate should be; that must be left to be 
|, settled by the practice of the House. And what 
| was the practice on this subject? 1t was notorious 
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that on bills of almost every character speeches of a 
general character on the politics of the country had 
been permitted in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. BURT held the decision of the Chair to be 


manifestly improper. ‘The rules read by his col- 
learue were rules of the House; but in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union anything 
that affected the state of the Union generally was 
strictly pertinent and in order, When this com- 
mittee rose, its chairman would reportto the House 
that the comuittee * had had under consideration 
the state of the Union generally, and particularly 
such and such a bill.” Why was it that there was 
such a fluttering the moment his colleague had 
announced his determination to speak, In answer 
to a speech of a gentleman from Virginia, (un- 
derstood to mean Mr. Bayry,) on a subject not 
connected with the matter of the bill before the 
committee, and which speech itself had had as little 
connection with the bill under discussion when it 
was made, and had been therefore just as much 
out of order as the answer to it would be?) Mr. B. 
insisted that it was his colleague’s right to speak 
on any subject he chose; and he demanded it on 
his behalf, as an act of justice, 

Mr. DUER considered the rule of the House 
limiting debate in Committee of the Whole asa 
very bad rule; but the practice of the House had 
relaxed its strictness, and granted an enlarged free- 
dom of discussion. ‘The practice on this subject 
had been uniform, and amounted to a common law, 
established by precedents If the House wished 
to alter this practice, they had to make a new rule. 

Mr. D. had that sense of equal justice within 
him which would ever induce him to treat with 
perfect fairness every gentleman, whatever might 
be his political opinion, So far as he himself was 
concerned, therefore, (and he believed he might 
say so fur as gentlemen on his side of the House 
were concerned,) the appeal had been quite unne- 
cessary, as there was no disposition to deny to 
rentlemen on one side of the House what had been 
eranted so often to those on the other. It was im- 
possible to shut out from discussion great ques- 
tions which agitated the people of this Union. 
They ought to be discussed, and they would be. 
Why, then, was the discussion of them out of 
order? Because the existing rules which the House 
had established to reculate its proceedings prevent- 
ed members from speaking what they wished, so 
that they could not be strictly in order if they 
spoke freely what they desired to speak, and what 
ought to be spoken. Mr. D. himself desired to 
speak on what he believed to be the subject on 
which the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Kurrr}) had intended to address the committee. 
If the House would so modify its rules that they 
would not prevent proper discussion in committee, 
why then he would be as much in favor as any 
one of a strict enforeing of the rules. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL was sorry to differ in 
opinion from the worthy gentleman from New 
York, but the gentleman was certainly mistaken 
in Supposing that the rules of order prevented such 
a discussion as thatin which he seemed desirous to 
engage. ‘There was always an opportunity, with- 
out the violation of any rule, to entertain the widest 


discussion on the general concerns and polities of 


the country. Thatopportunity was afforded when 
the message of the Executive was received in the 
opening of each session of Congress. ‘That docu- 
ment was properly of the widest and most general 
character, comprehending a general view of the 
whole state a interests of the country. At that 
period of the session its buisiness was just assu- 
ming shape—it was ina state of preparation, but 
was not yet laid before the House and referred to 
the several standing committees. There was noth- 
ing which compelled prompt action; but an interval 
occurred in which it was proper and appropriate 
to indulge in the most enlarged and general discus- 
sion. But when the business of the House was 
prepared, referred, and seriously commenced, how 
could any gentleman of business (such as Mr. I. 
well knew his friend from New York tobe) desire 
that all these rules should be trampled under foot, 
the very object of which was to secure a prompt 
and orderly discharge of the public business? How 
could he desive that when a subject was referred 
to a committee to be discussed a acted upon, gen- 
tlemen should be permitted to depart from the sub- 
ject under discussion, and wander in their speeches 
over the wide world without limit or restraint? 


Mr. DUER explained. He had said that there 
were two bad rules here; one that allowed a mem- 
ber to discuss in Committee of the Whole other 
subjects than that referred to the committee and 
under consideration; this was one bad rule or 
practice; the other was that which forbade the 
bringing before a Committee of the Whole sub- 
jects of deep and general interest which ought 
to be discussed in the Halls of Congress. But he 
had declared that if the House would agree on a 
rule that would allow of such subjects being dis- | 
cussed in committee, then he should be for a strict 
enforcing of the rule. Until then, he would say to 
ventlemen that it was in vain to seek to prevent the 
discussion in order, or out of order, of great and 
vital subjects in which the people took a deep con- 
cern. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, resuming, said it was an 
evil great enough when gentlemen, desirous to dis- 
cuss a particular subject not strictly before the 
committee, contrived, by distant analogy or some 
circuitous process, to bring it sufficiently into con- 
nection or affinity to the legitimate subject of debate 


| to prevent its being ruled out; but when a gentle- 


| frankness which or characterized the gentle- 


man got up in his place, and with that manly 


man from South Carolina, [Mr. Rnerr,] avowed | 
in the outset and gave public notice that he did not 


| mean to speak to the subject before the committee | 





at all 
Mr. RHETT here interposed to say that he had 
not declared that he did not mean to speak on any 


| subject which concerned the state of the Union, but 
only that he should not discuss this particular bill 


about the West Point Academy. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that he so understood 
the gentleman; and when a gentleman made such 
an avowal beforehand, he did not see how any gen- 
tleman who regarded the orderly discharge of the 
public business could possibly object to his being 
ruled out of order. 

The gentleman from New York had spoken of 


| precedent having establisheda sort of common law 


on this subject. Now, none knew better than that 
centleman that a bare solitary case like that which 
had occurred a few days since in the reversal of a 
decision of the Chair did not amount to a prece- 
dent. Inthecourts it was held necessary that there 
must be a succession, a course, or system of pre- 
cedents, before the law was held to be settled in 
contrariety to the wording of a statute. 

or these reasons Mr. [. held the decision of the 
Chairman in the present case to have been strictly 
right and proper. If a gentleman could show that 
the subject on which he wanted to speak came 
within the scope of a legitimate, though it might 
be a rather remote, connection with the subject 
under debate, then certainly great liberty and lati- 
tude of discussion ought to be allowed; but the 
gentleman from South Carolina had intended, he 
said himself, to discuss matters connected with the 
state of the Union, and not with the bill before the 
committee. ‘This certainly ought not to be allowed. 
Mr. 1. had always contended for a strict observance 
of the rules and order of business; but if the various 
appropriation bills and all other important business 
which remained to be done were to be put off and 
superseded by general and irrelevant speeches, and | 
that, too, when the period of debate was limited, 
he did not see how the public business was ever to | 
bedone. The chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had been compelled by the urgency of 
the business of which he had special charge, and 
by the advanced period of the session, repeatedly | 
to move that the period of discussion in Committee 
of the Whole should be limited by authority of | 
the House; and he had been driven to this by the 
practice of prolonged and miscellaneous debate 
on other matters than those before the committee; 
matters which might better be discussed in the 
papers, in pamphiets, or even on the stump, (though 
he knew the gentleman from South Carolina was 
fur above the level of stump speaking,) than on the 
floor of that House, to the interruption of the busi- 
ness of the country. 

Mr. BURT, with the utmost respect for the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, would 
ask leave to put to him one question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Certainly, with pleasure. 

Mr. BURT. Does the gentleman recollect one 
solitary instance in which any member has been 
declared out of order for irrelevancy when the 
House was in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. INGERSOLL'S reply was drowned by the | 
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noise in the Hlouse, (which continued in 
usual degree throughout this entire debate 
was heard very distinctly to exclaim 
abolendus est. 

Mr. HOUSTON of Alabama, would ask the 6 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burr] whether 
he remembered one solitary instance where. oy. : 


an un. 
3) but he 
» Malus usys 


» ON an 


| isolated point touching the amendment of a },;) 


| would be in favor of seeing the business bef, 


which was suspended between the two Ho 
long, rambling debate had been permitted ? 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL observed, that in the 
absence of all regular books of reports of wh. 
took place in Committee of the Whole, individual 
cases adduced from the recollection of member 
were a very uncertain authority to guide the action 
of the House. He presumed that every gentlemy 
who desired an early adjournment of Congress 


Uses, a 


hat 


ress 
: : . . ore it 
done in conformity with its rules, and not in q 


loose, informal, irregular manner. 

Mr. SIMS again quoted the rules, and insisted 
that though the practice might have been differen: 
the chairman was always bound to decide accord. 
ing to the rules laid down by the House. If the 
Committee of the Whole chose by its own act ty 


_ relax the rule, let it do so; but this should be recy. 
lated by circumstances; each case should stand by 


itself; and a decision in one case should not be 
drawn into precedent as a rule for another, Cir. 
cumstances greatly varied, and each case was to be 


| judged by its own merits. 


The decision of the Chair had been perfectly 
right. If the gentleman from South Carolina was 
to be allowed to speak on a subject foreign from 
the bill, let that be done by the committee, not by 
the chairman. If they were now at the commence. 
ment of the session, he should refuse the leave; byt 


after the repeated departures which had been al- 
| lowed, he did not see how the committee could 
| Insist on the strict observance of the rule. 


Mr. VINTON said that it had been remarked 
by a gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayry] thet 
the motion of Mr. V. was invidious, as refusing 
to a particular individual what had freely been 
allowed to others. This rendered it necessary for 
Mr. V. to state, that in making the motion he had 


done, he had been actuated by no personal dislike 


| observance of the rules of order. 


to hearing the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{[Mr. Ruert;] on the contrary, there was no men- 
ber of the House to whom he would rather listen. 
But he had previously given notice, that when the 
next appropriation bill should come up, he should 
use his best endeavor to kéep the committee to the 
The rules of the 


| House had been enacted for the purpose of facili- 


tating the public business; and the sole legitimate 
purpose of debate was to enable the committee the 
better to understand the subject on which it was 
called to act. Now, the rules of the House, like 
every other law or legal writing, should be so in- 
terpreted as to accomplish the purpose for which 
they were made. During the present session those 
rules had suffered greater abuse than Mr. V. had 
ever before witnessed. The practice which had 
been indulged in was an absolute and an intolera- 
ble abuse of the rules of order; and he felt it his 
duty, in the position in which he had been placed, 
here to give notice, that unless it should be arrested, 


| the bills could not be reached and carried through 


which were necessary to carry on this Government. 

Mr. RHETT asked whether a majority of the 
House could do what it pleased out of committee? 
And why not in committee ? 

Mr. VINTON admitted that a majority of the 
House could act its pleasure; and its pleasure had 
been to enact rules the better to enable its members 
to understand and to do the business committed to 
them. ; 

The gentleman from South Carolina said that 


| slavery was a subject which affected the Union, 


and therefore he was in order in speaking on It 10 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RHETT reminded Mr. V. that he had not 
said that; he had not said that he was going to 
speak on that subject. 

Mr. VINTON admitted that he had not: Mr. 
V. had supposed the case for illustration. It was 
now three months that Mr. V. had been using every 
effort and seizing on every occasion to press the 
House to action on the appropriation bills. The 
best way to test a law was to show its abuse: and 
in the present case the strongest argument to show 
that the decision of the Chair had been right, was 
to state the evil effect of a contrary practice. And 
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with this view Mr. V. had referred to the fact, that 
cer three months of strenuous effort on his part, 
; House had even now scarcely entered on the 
consideration of these important and necessary 
~ vig Yet there was but one month remaining in 
which to get through them. ‘To reverse the decis- 
ion of the Chair would be in effect to say, that when 
an appropriation bill was under discussion for the 
maintenance of our military academy, a gentleman 
might delay its passage by discussing the Mexican 
yar, or the Texas boundary, or the Wilmot pro- 
yiso, or Whatever else he chose to talk about. The 
eject of this was, that the time for discussing the 
)ilJ having been limited, no opportunity wasallowed 
Mr. V. or anybody else to explain the grounds of 
‘i bill; and it had repeatedly happened that the 
de ate had been closed without the true grounds of 
ihe bill being either explained or understood. 

~ The House would thus be prevented from ever 
enforcing discussion on any subject of whatever 
‘portance, because the whole time which should 
pe devoted to such discussion was consumed in 
irrelevant speeches. By such a course the whole 
value of debate must eventually be lost and de- 
stroved. Gentlemen had called for precedents. 
They knew that no journal was kept of decisions 
in the Committee of the Whole—so that no au- 
thentic record of precedents could be produced. 
The rule was, that although in Committee of the 
Whole great freedom of debate was to be allowed, 
yet matters wholly foreign from the subject in de- 
hate were not to be discussed. This was only that 
a fuller opportunity might be afforded properly and 
fully to discuss the rea] matter under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN [Mr. Toomss] here stated the 
position of the Academy bill—its passage in the 
House, and its return from the Senate with a single 
amendment. 

He knew that very great latitude of debate had 
been permitted in Committee of the Whole. One 
reason of this had been, that when a gentleman rose 
to speak, it was very difficult to tell, beforehand, 


that his remarks were going to be out of order, and | 


he could not be checked until that was clearly ap- 
parent. But when a gentleman avowed at the 
outset that he did not intend to speak to the bill 
before the committee, it was not possible for his 
remarks to be in order. The Chair did not con- 
sider previous decisions in committee as furnishing 
rules fur the House. The House had made its 


own rules, and the chairman of a committee must | 


be guided by them alone. He should have no 
hesitation in overruling at any time decisions in 
committee which contravened the rules of the 
House. The only question was, whether the pres- 
eitdebate should be on the bill referred to the com- 
mittee. The rules confined debate expressly to 


te subject before the House; all else was out of | 


order, 

Mr. BEDINGER could not agree with the 
decision of the Chair, nor did he think (though 
meaning no disrespect to the chairman) that the 
reasoning by which it had been sustained was con- 
clusive. [twas the privilege of any member, when 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to utter anything which was connected 
with or had a bearing on the state of the Union; 
and if he might do this, it mattered not whether 


lie avowed beforehand the intention to do so or |, 
not. If it was his right to speak to what he pleased, || 


then it was also his right to avow the intention to 
(oso. This right had ever been held the great 
bulwark of freedom of debate and of freedom in the 
country. Was the House, when in committee, to 


be confined to those subjects only which came to || 
it from its standing committees, or which were | 
Suggested by the Executive? He thought not. He | 
held that the people had a right to information on |, 


— subjects as well as these. It had been said 


orator, that he would not give the debates in Con- 


eress on the Panama mission for any treatise nor || 


ail the treatises put together which had ever been 
Written upon government. Those debates had not 


been confined to that mission merely; they had | 


taken a wide and vast range. 

As to the objection of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Hovsron] about permitting a long and 
rambling debate on an isolated question in an 
amendment to a bill, he would ask that gentleman if 

¢ had ever heard a debate in that House which was 
nota rambling debate? There had been a rambling 
ebate now; and, if the rule against irrelevancy 


‘yan eminent statesman, and a no less eminent | 
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than perpetually to be calling members to order, 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to add one or 
two views that had not been suggested by any other 
gentleman. He protested against the decision of 
the Chair. If the decision of the Chair should be 
sustained, and he apprehended that it would, whose 
rights would be attected thereby? Not their indi- 
| vidual rights, but the rights of the constituencies 
that they represented on this floor. ‘hey were 


there in a representative capacity, and the question | 


then arose, what right had anybody to say that 


his constituents should not be heard here by their | 


representative ? 

After a brief allusion to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovuston,} which 
elicited a reply from that gentleman, he proceeded 
to say that this was a money bill which had been 
sent to the Senate, and returned with an amend- 
ment, in which the House was asked to concur. If 
the sum involved in the amendment was $2,000 
or $2,000,000, the principle was the same. ‘hey 
who represented the people, who pay the taxes— 
those from whom the money was taken—had the 
right on such a question to say what they pleased. 
it was the right of their constituents that they 
should doso. It wasa right which had been theirs 
since the English revolution of 1663. He then 
alluded to the practice in the Commons House of 


the English Parliament, in which, when in Com- , 


mittee of the Whole, the chairman did not occupy 

the Speaker’s chair, as was the practice here, but 

took a seatat the Clerk’s desk, the mace, the em- 
| blem of authority of the House, being removed, 
and the House became simply a committee of gen- 
tlemen assembled to talk over matters, governed 
only by gentlemanly rules of decorum and propri- 
ety. 

He next referred to the case which arose here 
when William Lowndes called John Randolph to 
order for irrelevancy in debate, and spoke of the 
difficulty of ascertaining when John Randolph 
was in order, and yetthey had rarely a more at- 
tractive speaker. ‘I'he manner of approaching a 
subject was different in each different individual. 
One individual would go directly to a question, 
while another approached it more circuttously. 
| Each one had his own way, and the question there- 
fore arose, what is irrelevancy? He was an ad- 
vocate for the largest liberty being allowed to every 
man. They had been told by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, that much of the 
time of the House had been consumed by trrele- 
vant debates, and the real business of Congress 
had been left undone. Now, what better business 
did this House of Representatives do than to debate? 
{Laughter.} He spoke not jocularly. He asked 
again, what better business had they to do than to 
make speeches? He spoke neither in contempt 
nor ridicule. He asserted that speeches delivered 
here were more useful to this great American 
nation, than any laws they could pass. The 
members of this House came from constituencies 
_ extending over two thousand miles square, and 

soon to be extended by one thousand miles square 
| of Mexican territory to be annexed; it was there- 
| fore of the highest importance that the represent- 
atives of the people of every section of tins great 
Union should express their views to their col- 
leagues coming from such distant extremes of the 
country. He did net apprehend that he should 
be accused of demagogism, but what, he would 
ask, was the cause of the delay in this House in 
| the transaction of its business, of which gentlemen 
had complained ? 

The CHAIR intimated that the gentleman was 
entering upon irrelevant matter. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL would not then pursue 
it; he had simply intended to say, that some years 
ago he had a seat on this floor, when their per 
| diem was five dollars, and then they sat a suffi- 
cient number of hours to do their business; but 
now that their per diem was eight dollars, they 
/ sat a less number of hours, and complaints were 
made that the chairmen of the Committee of Ways 
|| and Means, of the Judiciary Committee, and others 
|| too, could not get their bills acted upon. If, how- 
|| ever, to dwell on this point was out of order, he 
| would not further allude to it. He would only 
|| say, in copcelusion, that if on this occasion he was 
|| to be in a minority, he would submit with the best 
| grace he could command; but he was satisfied that 
|| on reflection the Chair would come to the conclu- 


« 


Was to be put upon the House or committee in all |! sion that he was in error. 


| the committee to take up the bills in the or 
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Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said the 
discussion which had been got up on this subject 
sounded very peculiar to him. When he came to 
Congress first, he made a solemn point of order 
against somebody’s rambling speech, and desired 
the Chair to call him to order; but he was then 
instructed that when they were in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, they had 
the right to say anything on any subject. ‘Time 
and again, for two years, when he was yet buta 
neophyte, he made similar attempts to arrest trrel- 
evant debate, and with the same success. At an 
early period of the present session, he called a 
gentleman to order,and then was told by the Chair 
that in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, gentlemen had every latitude they thought 
proper to take. He thought that all wrong, but it 
was the practice of the House, and the practice 
had become its law. He had heard a slavery de- 
bate on the French resolutions; he had heard the 
Mexican war debated on a variety of questions; 
and why, he would ask, this newborn zeal, when 
the practice had become so well settled? Why 
should they now attempt to curtail the liberty of 
speech? He did not hesitate to say that those 
gentlemen who had spoken against the utmost lat- 
itude of debate, had delivered themselves fully on 
questions before this House. 

He had not troubled the House himself with 
any remarks of his during this session, though he 
would not conceal the fact that he desired to do so. 
He had recently attended a convention at Balti- 
more, and now, having changed his candidate for 
the Presidency, he wished to explain his position, 
but he had found it impossible to get the floor for 
that purpose. He had been desirous, too, to make 
some observations on other questions which en- 
grossed the attention of the country—the Mexican 
war, for instance—but he had found it impossible 
todo so. He had been assured that, according to 
the universal practice of the House, he could avail 
himself of an opportunity on some other occasion 


| when in Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, when debate was entirely unrestricted. 
If this were not so, why was there such a differ- 
ence in the rules respecting the Committee of the 
Whole House and the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? In Committee of the 
W hole House, memvers were confined to the pend- 
ing question; but not so in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, in which they might 
discuss anything having any reference to the state 
of the Union; and when they got tired, they usu- 
ally rose and passed a resolution fixing a limit to 
the debate, under the operation of which all dis- 
cussion was stopped. ‘The rule now attempted to 
be established would be a correct rule to start 
with, he was ready to admit; but for twenty years 
it had not been the practice of the House to re- 
strict debate in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and therefore he protested against 
the decision of the Chair at this time. 

Mr. HUNT contended that the decision of the 
Chair was according to the rules of the House, but 
they had been told that the practice of the House 


| had superseded its rules. To this doctrine he could 


not subseribe. He concurred with the Chair that no 
practice of the committee could supersede the rules 
adopted for its government, and he dissented from 
the views which some gentlemen had expressed, 
that to restrict debate by rules was an infringement 
of the right of debate. What was the right of mem- 
bers there? It was to discuss questions presented 
for their action; and in doing this, it was proper 
to bring in questions ineident to or relating to the 
question under discussion. But it appeared to him 
that they should not continue a practice which had 
been permitted to supersede the parliamentary law, 
and to retard the public business by introducing 
topics that did not appertain to the subject before 
them. If sucha practice were to be longer toler- 
ated, it would be impossible to do the business of 
the country in any reasonable time. He hoped 


/ gentlemen would content themselves with discus- 


sions in order, and not when in Committee of the 
Whole on the Military Academy bill discuss the 


| power of this Government over the territories. 


He concurred also in the rule which required 
ie in 

which they stood on the calendar, and he was op- 
posed to the repeal of it, which he understood the 
Committee on Rules contemplated. That rule, 

| with debate limited to the subject under considera- 


‘| tion, would enable the House to transact all its 
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business; and he hoped the decision of the Chair 
would be sustained. Hethought it highly neces- 
sary that the committee should establish a new 
yractice. He was in favor of the largest liberty so 
ong as the debate was legitimate; and he assured 
the gentleman from South Carolina, that he would 
extend to him the utmost freedom of debate as soon 
as to any gentleman on this floor. But so great had 
become the abuse that he felt himself compelled 
to sustain the decision which the Chairman had 
made, 

Mr. GENTRY admitted that the decision of the 
Chair was conformable to the rules, but it was in 
opposition to a long course of practice. The point 
involved in this decision had been repeatedly raised 
since he had been a member of this House, ex- 
tending over a course of eight years, and it had | 
been invariably decided in opposition to the decis- | 
ion now made. He trusted the committee would | 
adhere to its long-established usage, and insist on 
the largest liberty when in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. Whenever the House 
surrendered chat right, it would surrender up avery 
important right of the representatives of the people. 
W hy, if the decision now made had governed this 
House, he did not remember a speech for the last | 
ten years that could have been made. He alluded | 
to the discussion on the celebrated resolutions of 
Mr, Foote, and others also, which had not been 
strictly limited to the subject before the House at 
the time, and then adverted to the tenacity with 
which the Llouse clung to freedom of debate, as 
shown in its giving permission to members called 
to order for irrelevancy to proceed in order, When 
an appropriation bill came up, was it not the right 
of a member to examine not only one, but other 
appropriations, and the administrative policy of 
the Government? It was also the right of a mem- 
ber, when in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, to examine and discuss the welfare 
of the Union, and to call in question the acts of 
the Administration and its administrative policy. 
Putif they enforced this rule, every member would 
be debarred from discussing those questions. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinron] had had a 
foretaste of the effect of such a rule, for, while | 
making his brief statement this morning, he had 
been called to order three times. 

In the extreme freedom of debate which had been 
so long tolerated there might be some evil, but in 
seeking to eseape from one evil they should not 
involve themselves ina greater. He begged the 
attention of all parties to the consideration of what 
might be expected if, in times of high party excite- 
ment, some unprincipled partisan should occupy 
that chair. A gentleman might rise to discuss the | 
policy of the Administration of which the chairman | 
might be a supporter, and he might enter upon an 
excoriating examination of the acts of the Admin- 
istration; but how easy it would be for the Chair- 
man to arrest such remarks under such a practice? 
With such a rule, and an Administration majority | 
on this floor, it would be impossible, in times of 
high party excitement, to examine and discuss the 
acts of the public officers of this Government, 

| Loud cries of ** Question.”’] 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, after some playful re- 
marks on the gubject of the difficulty with which 
he had obtained the floor, and congratulating the 
House, himself, and his constituents that a repre- 
sentative from the northeastern corner of Alabama 
at length enjoyed the privilege of addressing this 
august body, proceeded to sustain the decision of 
the Chau. He knew not how they were ever to 
get through the business before them without a 
more strict adherence to the rules than he had 
heretofore witnessed. The practice had been to 
introduce discussions on every subject totally at 
variance with the matter presented for their con- 
sideration. He saw around him gentlemen who 
spoke from four to six times on every topic—rele- 
vantly? Oh, no; and if such latitude were to be 
allowed in debate, they would continue so to talk 
on every measure to be brought before them. It 
was time that they should pause, and ask themselves 
when they expected to do the business in which 
their constituents were dceply interested. There 
were several important bills on the calendar in 
which his constituents had an interest; but if they 
were to goon and discuss every question in the 
known world ona post office bill, or some other 
solitary measure, when, in the name of common 


sense, he would ask, would his constituents be | the course of this debate. 
able to be heard? He appealed to the House to |, verted the position, based on certain phraseology, 


act upon those measures which were of practical | 


| Whole on the state of the Union? They had al- 


importance to their constituents, and not waste | 
their time in the discussion of mere theories. 


The rules had been given to them as their polar || He read several rules, and : ' 
| ’ imon 


star, for their guidance through the mazesin which 
some gentlemen would involve them, and he hoped 
the younger members especially would follow the 
light which they afforded. ‘The Chair had given 
a correct interpretation of those rules, and the de- 
cision of the Chair ought to be sustained. If it 
were true, as had been asserted, that in this vast 
catalogue of rules there were none to meet the 
present case, leta resolution be introduced instruct. | 
ing the Committee on Rules to report one for the | 
government of the committee forthwith. He, how- 
ever, was of opinion that the rules were amply | 
suflicient to meet the case; and he hoped, further, 

that this present discussion would be brought to 
an end, for, without possessing any peculiar inter- 
est, it obstructed the business in which they ought 
to be engaged. If the question before the com- 
mittee were not now settled by sustaining the 
Chair, to-morrow they would see the same identi- 
cal gentlemen who had occupied so much of the | 
ume of the House in the discussion of every ques- | 


tion that came before it, again ready to make || 


speeches on every topic on which debate could be 
hung. Besides the Mexican war, and the inci- 
dental quesuons arising out of it, they had nowa 
very prolific theme for discussion—he meant Presi- | 
dent-making. In the course of ten or twelve days, 
their Whig friends would be coming here from 
Philadelphia fully charged with speeches on that 
subject; and if the Chair should not now be sus- 
tawed in the decision which had been made, he 
despaired of ever seeing one of those little bills 
come up for consideration by which his consutu- 
ents were to some extent to be affected. He spoke | 
with the highest respect for the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who could make his speech on 
some other occasion; and, at the same time, even | 
the genluemen opposite would admit that he was 
acting in no parusan spiritgfor he was sustaining 
a chairman who belonged to the Whig party against 


-a gentleman of the party of which he was himself | 


amember. He had solely in view the proper dis- 
charge of their duties to the country, and, with that 
view, he again expressed the hope that the decision 
of the Chair would be sustained. 

Mr. POLLOCK rose toa question of order. He 


| asked if there was not a special order for this day, 


and whether the business before the committee was 
not confined to the morning hour? ‘There being a | 
special order, he contended that it should be taken 
up by the committee and acted upon, and, for that 
purpose, that the Chair was bound to lay this bill 
aside. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
The committee was charged with this bill, and, to | 
get at the special order, the motion should be that 
the committee rise. 

Mr. STANTON next obtained the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK expressed his desire to obtain 
the floor, with an intimation that he would make 
an hour’s speech, unless gentlemen would agree to | 
terminate this debate. 

Mr. STANTON said the gentleman could do so 
if he pleased; but all he had risen to say was, that 
the simple question was, whether the rules of the | 
House were applicable to the Commitee of the 


ways been considered applicable; but the gentle- 
man from South Carolina was entitled to be heard, | 
because they had under consideration the state of | 
the Union generally, and consequently everything | 
relating to the state of the Union was relevant. If | 
the rules of the House were not applicable, a gen- | 

| 

! 





tleman might speak ten hours instead of one. i| 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said that the 
question had not been understood. ‘The question 
was not whether upon a bill in Committee of the 
Whole there be no limit to debate, but whether | 
upon a bill in said committee, which had passed | 
the House and been amended in the Senate, there | 
was not a limit of the discussion to the amendment | 
and its effects upon the bill. He remarked, that 
if fuil latitude be granted in such cases, the most 
useful bills might be defeated at the near termina- 
tion of the session by protracted discussion. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, argued at great length 
in support of the decision of the Chair ind in re- 
ply to gentlemen who had taken adverse views in 
He particularly contro- 


| 


Ser 


| 
| 
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| which empowered the Speaker or Chair; 
| Committee of the Whole House to cle 


May 30, 


that the rules which were applicable to the Cor 
mittee of the Whole were not applicable ¢ “ 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the U 


© the 
Dton, 
gst them the 16th 

7? 
nan of the 


mm ar the gal. 
leries in case of any disturbance or disorderly coy 


duct in the galleries or lobby, and said 


that if 
the — to whom he replied were correct 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union had no such power to protect itself 


If the rules of the House were not Operative jn 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
’ 


| how, he asked, were they restricted to 
| ment to an 


an amend. 
amendment as the utmost limit of 


amendment? If they had no such rules 
that was decorous was in order. He was aware 
that even the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, which appropriated millions of dollars, wag 


everything 


_ usually long in Committee of the Whole withoy, 








| 


| one word being said of the appropriations Which 


it proposed to make, until the debate was stopped 
by order of the House. Under the five-minutes 
rule, amendments could be explained, but the cep. 
eral discussion on the bill was ordinarily devoted 
to irrelevant topics. He was not disposed to make 
the rules too restrictive, but some regard should 
be had to the relevancy of debate. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked the gentleman from 
Georgia what was meant when the chairman of 
the committee, on rising, reported that the com. 
mittee had had under consideration the state of the 
Union generally, and particularly such and such 


| a bill. 


Mr. COBB replied that there was much in their 
proceedings that was mere form, which could be 
well dispensed with. There was a proper latitude 
of debate. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if the gentle. 
man from Georgia had ascertained the precise lati- 
tude. 

Mr. COBB replied that that must be submitted 
to the judgment of the Chair, under the correction 
of the committee. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON inquired if the gentleman 
from Georgia was willing to put such a power in 
the hands of any one man, as to say how far any 
member should discuss a question on this floor. © 

Mr. COBB replied that there was an appeal to 
the committee, and the majority could control the 
Chair. 

Mr. THOMPSON agreed with the gentleman 
that a majority could control the Chair; but what 
would become of the minority when a partisan of 
the majority was in the chair? 

Mr. COBB had confidence in the glorious prin- 
ciples of Democracy by which majorities were 
allowed to govern. 

Mr. THOMPSON remarked that majorities 
were not always Democratic. 

Mr. COBB said when they were not, still the 
minority must acquiesce. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said the latitude 
claimed for debate would give members the riglit 
to do as they pleased. He had often voted to 
close debate on a bill because everything else ex- 
cept the bill under consideration was the subject 
of debate, to the gratification only of certain gentle- 
men who took occasion to discuss local or irrele- 
vant questions. 

Mr. COBB proceeded with his argument still 
further, and contended that it had become neces- 
sary to provide for the relevancy of debate; but,at 
the same time, he was not disposed to be unneces- 
sarily restrictive. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that if gentlemen were 
willing to take the question now, he would waive 
his right to address the committee. He knew how 
well gentlemen liked to hear him, [a laugh,} but 
he would forego the floor; but, if the question was 
not now to be taken, he should insist upon his full 
hour. He therefore wished gentlemen to indicate 
now whether, if he spoke, they intended to answer 
him. He knew gentlemen were all men of honor; 
and if any man would rise and say that he would 
reply, Mr. S. would now proceed; if not, he would 
resume his seat. : 

No gentleman answering, Mr. S. said he yielded 
the floor. 

[Loud calls for the question.] 

The question being, ‘* Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the pane of the committee ‘ 
the question was taken by tellers, and decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 74,noes 72. So the decision 
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rhe Chair was sustained, and Mr. Ruerr ruled | DUNN, ROOT, HENLEY, and WHITE, who 
of ! 


to be out of order. ; na 
The amendments of the Senate were then read | o 
and agreed to. 


gly 
which was seconded, and, under the operation | a 
thereof, the amendments of the Senate were agreed 


as HUDSON, from the Committeeof Waysand | v 


Means, made an adverse meee on the petition of | asked that the motion be laid over for the present. 


Henry Simpson, surviving administrator of George 
simpson, deceased. Laid on the table. 


Committee of Claims, to which was referred Senate 


\nd the committee rose and reported accord- | Whole was discharged from the consideration of 
ae the bill to establish certain post routes, and it was 
‘Vir. VINTON moved the previous question, | recommitted to the Committee on the Post Office 


which the bill making appropriations for the ser- 


/ motion lying over. It could be acted on at once; 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the || and he therefore moved the previous question. 
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By Mr. VINTON: The petition of Andrew McKim, pray- 

si a aaa oe alee = ing to be placed on the pension list. P 
1oved the previous question, whic lh was not sec- * And E INGERLOLL: Additional memorials from 
nded, the bill was committed citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the survey ofa route tora 

On motion of Mr. ROOT, the Committee of the | post road between the cities of New York and Philadelphia. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of a meeting of inhab- 
itunts of Northeaston, Washington county, New York, pray 
ing tor the termination of the war with Mexico. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Charles MeClain, of 
Missouri, praying the confirmation of a tract of land to hing. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of N. V. Kaickerbacker 
and 524 others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, for the 
. > ‘ passage of a law making newspapers free tor thirty miles, 
ice of the Post Office Department was passed, and and rao a uniform rate of puanes = letters. , 
By Mr. DUER: The remonstrance of Silas Woed and 
Mr. VINTON said there was no need of the | others, citizens of the United States, against the passage of 
a bill to surrender to the State of Indiana the bonds of that 
State held by the United States Government, and to receive 
new bonds instead thereof. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE : The petition of Timothy Carman 


nd Post Roads. 
Mr. WHITE moved to reconsider the vote by 


Mr. WHITE moved to postpone the motion to 


il authorizing the payment of asum of money to | reconsider, but subsequently withdrew the motion | f" # Fegister for the schooner James, of New Yurk. Also, 


Dik é 


Robert Purkis, reported the same without amend- || t 
ment. Committed. 


the petition of Dennis Harris for retarn of duties en sugars 
destroyed by fire in the city of New York. 
By Mr. SMART: The petition of Nesmith MeCture and 


0 postpone. 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said he was 


Mr. ROCKWELL also reported a bill for the | detained on his way to the House this morning, | others, asking the appointinent of a committee of Congress 
relief of the legal representatives of Darius Garri- | and did not enter the Hall until after the vote had |? ®scerttin whether, and to what extent, and by what law, 


son. Read and committed. 


| been taken on the amendment to the Post Office 


the slave trade exists in the District of Columbia. 
By Mr. WARREN: The petition of Egbert 8. Manning 


Mr. ROCK WELL also made adverse reports on |) appropriation bill providing for the transportation | and others, citizens of Dutchess county, New York, praying 
the petitions of J. B. Cooper and Cary H. Fry. || of the mail between Charleston and Havana in | tt the General Government no longer traffic in the public 


Laid on the table. 


steamers. It wasa subject in which his constitu- 


lands; that they be laid out toto farms and jots for the tree 
use of such citizens as will occupy them, allowing the set 


Mr. CROWELL, from the Committee of Claims, ents felt a deep interest, being interested possibly | ter the right to dispose of his possessions to any one not 
reported a bill for the relief of Staunton W. Gaar. | to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand | possessed of other lands; and that the jurisdiction of the 


Read and committed. 
Mr. CROWELLalso made an adverse report on 
the petition of James Sloan. Laid on the table. lg 
On motion of Mr. CROWELL, the Committee || ‘ 


This was an act of courtesy which he believed 


of Claims was discharged from the petitions of | was never refused. 


Augustus Steele and Peyton A. Kay. Laid on the | 


table. || reconsider on the table. Lost. 


Mr. DUNN also, from the same committee, 


reported a bill for the relief of Mr. Snavely, of || and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 84, nays 74. 


Indiana. Read and committed. 


dollars, and he hoped the House would extend to | Public lands be transterred to the States or ‘Territories, on 
him the courtesy of a reconsideration, in order to 


condition that such disposition should be made of them. 


utford him the opportunity of recording his vote. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 30, 1848. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


= : : | areport of the Second Auditor of the Treasury, 
The question on reconsideration was then put, || made agreeably to law, accompanied with such ac- 


Mr. BINGHAM moved to lay the motion to 


he afirm B counts as have been rendered by persons charged 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved to | or intrusted with the disbursement of moneys, 


Mr.GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- || reconsider the vote ordering the bill to be en- || ooods, or effects, for the benefit of Indians, from 


merce, reported a bill for the relief of Henry Little | grossed. 


and Jacob Felch; and a bill to authorize the Sec- 


rery of the Treasury to sell the marine hospital || on the table. Lost. 


and the lot of land on which it stands, at Chelsea, || 


S ae ; the Ist of October, 1846, to the 30th of Septem- 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved to lay that motion | ber, 1847; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


The question was put on the reconsideration of Mr. YULEE presented a petition from citizens 


in Massachusetts, and for the purchase of a new || the vote ordering the engrossment of the bill, and | of Hamilton county, Florida, and James county, 


site and the erection of a new marine hospital near || it was agreed to. 


thecity of Boston. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 
charged from the bill to transfer the towns of Vinal 
Haven, North Haven,and Islesboro’, from the col- 
lection district from Penobscot to that of Belfast. 
Recommitted to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on || 
Public Lands, reported a bill to confirm the title to || 
section 16 and the west half of section 12, in town- || 
ship three north, range sixteen east, in Seneca || 
county, Ohio; and a bill to amend an act entitled || 
“An act for the discontinuance of the office of || 
surveyor general in the several districts, so soon || 
as the surveys therein can be completed; for abol- | 
ishing land offices under certain circumstances, and || 
for other purposes;” which bills were severally || 
read and committed, | 

Mr. DUNCAN reported a bill to provide for the |, 
settlement of conflicts between Spanish land claims 
and purchases under the United States, and for 
other purposes. Read and committed. 

Mr. PUTNAM, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Thomas G. 
Holmes and of citizens of the State of Maine, 
praying an appropriation of the public lands for 
the extinction of slavery in the United States. || 
Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill to provide for the settlement of | 
the claim of Henry Washington, late a deputy 
surveyor of the public lands in Florida, reported 
the same back to the House with an amendment. 
Committed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill granting the right of way 
through the public lands in Indiana and Lllinois to 
the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad Company. The 
bill was read twice. 

Mr. EVANS stated, that as the bill involved no 
{ppropriation, and as it was necessary to obtain 
Speedy action on the bill, he was directed by the 
Committee on Public Lands to ask that it be put 
upon Its passage. 

_ Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired of Mr. Evans 
if the bill contained a provision requiring the rail- 
road company to carry the United States mails. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. EVANS replied that it did not, and briefly || 


explained the bill ; and— 
After brief remarks by Messrs. COBB, of Ga., 


/ amendment by inserting after the word ‘ Savan- 


| and Raritan Canal Company, under their charters from the 


i to. . . Georgia, in favor of a mail route from Troupville, 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to | Georzia, to Columbus, in Florida; which was re- 

reconsider the vote by which the amendment of the | ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

Committee of the Whole, appropriating $45,000 || Roads. 

for the transportation of the mail in steamers, un- Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a peti- 

der command of navy officers, between Charleston | tion from citizens of Boston, asking the purchase 

and Havana, was disagreed to by the House. | of Mount Vernon by the General Government; 
After a few words by Mr. SAW YER— which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Mr. DUER moved the previous question, which || 4 (fairs. 

was seconded; and, under its operation, the vote Mr. FELCH presented a petition from certain 

rejecting the amendment of the Committee of the | citizens of Wisconsin, asking that the next census 

Whole was reconsidered: Yeas 93, nays 77. | may contain information relative to the number of 
Lhe bill and amendment being now before the | freeholders in each State and Territory of the 


House— Union; which was referred to the Committee on 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved to amend the || the Judiciary. 


; Mr. DIX presented additional documents rela- 
nah”? the words ** Mobile, in Alabama.”’ Lost. | ting to the claims of Elijah Pratt for remuneration 

The question recurred on the amendment of the || for the use of his patent valves; which were referred 
Committee of the Whole. ‘ | to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved the previous question, || Mr. DOWNS presented a petition from judges 
which was seconded; and, under the operation || and members of the bar of New Orleans, with a 
thereof, the amendment reported by the Commit. || report of the committee of the Louisiana bar, ask- 
tee of the Whole was rejected: Yeas 76, nays || jing that the practice in the circuit and district courts 
87. | of the United States in all civil cases may be made 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and, || to conform to that of the courts of that State. 
being engrossed, was read a third time. : Mr. D. explained the present system as being 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved the previous || yery injurious in its operation, great injustice hav- 
question, which was seconded; and, under the || ing been perpetrated under it. The State and the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. || bar of Louisiana would not have complained had 





And then the House adjourned. '| the evil been limited to the mere matter of proce- 
J P 

| dure; but it affected the principles of law, and had 

PETITIONS, ETC. 1] led to very serious consequences in the reversal 


The following petitions and memorials were presented '| of the decision of the Supreme Court of the State, 
under the rule, and referred : | by merely changing the residence of the claimants 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The memorial of John Savage and 40 | to another State, and thus causing the improper 
others, citizens of Philadelphia, setting forth the difficulties || transfer of an immense amount of roperty. 
existing in the transportation of merchandise, passengers, |" Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 


and the mails, between the cities of New York and Phila- || . . 
delphia, in consequence of the monopoly claimed by the || Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 


Camden and Amboy Railroad Company, and the Delaware || consideration of the following memorials: 
der th From the surviving officers and crew of the Uni- 
State of New Jersey, and praying Congress to direct the || ted States brig Somers; 


survey of a route for a post-road between the said cities; From that of Ebenezer Whitten: 
’ 


the line of such road to be retained under the perpetual! con- en } ; 
trol of the Union, and to be used for the construction of a From that of William Davis; which was con- 


railroad by the United States, or by a company to be formed curred in. 
i} 
it 
\| 


by an act of Congress, empowering the Postmaster General ‘ mS Loa 

os anke such caamiamenaae relative thereto as he may deem On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

best calculated to secure to the people of the United States, Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed 

for themselves, their correspondence, and their merchan- || by the Presiding Officer of the Senate to examine into and 

dise, frequency and rapidity of intercourse, and moderate || report upon the memorial of certain Cherokee claimants 

charges. Also, the memorial of David Hultz and 41 others, || presented to the Senate, complaining against the course of 

| citizens of Philadelphia, on the same subject. Also, the || the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, as also the different 
boards of commissions appointed under the Cherokee treat 


| memorial of John W. Leigh and 35 others, citizens of Phil- 
adelphia, on the same subject. of 1835 and 1836; and that said committee have power, an 
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they are hereby directed, to send for records and papers, and 
to courpel the attendance of witnesses, and report to the 
Senate such evidence as may be furnished by the records 
and papers or be given by the witnesses touching the mat- 
tors of complaint contained in miscellaneous House docu- 
ment No. & of the present session, and that <ard conmiittee 
report what measure of relief, if any, the claimants are en- 
titted to, 


Mr. ATCHISON, in pursuance of leave, intro- 
duced a joint re solution to close the present session 
of Congress, and to fix a day for the next session; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading, 
as follows: 


Resolved, &c., That the present session of Congress be 
closed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 


7H 


House of Representatives, by adjourning them respective | 


Houses at 12 o'clock meridian, on the first Monday of July 
bext, and that the next session of Congress be held the first 
Mouday of October next 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the currentand contungent expen- 
ses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes 
for the year ending on the 30th June, 1549. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to amend the bill by 
inserting a clause appropriating $10,000 to remu- 
nerate Colonel R. M. Johnson for the houses ren- 
deved useless by the disconunuance of the Indian 
b hool. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he must object to the 
proposed amendment, which had nothing to do 
with the bill, or with any other appropriation bill, 
lt was strictly and properly a claim. It proposed 
to pay $10,000 to Colonel R. M. Johnson for inju- 
ries alleged to have resulted to him from the re- 
moval of the Choctaw school. If it was to be the 
subject of legislation at all, it ought to be intro- 
duced as a distinct measure, and made the subject 
of a separate bill, A rale had been introduced in 


the House of Representatives prohibiting the inser- | 


tion in appropriation bills of amendments, unless 
for some object authorized by law. Bills of this 
character ought to be kept clear of amendments 
which had not been subjected toexamination by the 
committee, Admitevery amendment which might 
be proposed, and the bill would be made a sort of 
omnibus to carry through all schemes, however 
extravagant they may be. Let that practice be 
admitted, and every object embraced in every other 
bill may be attached to an appropriation bill, He 
hoped the Senate would not be prevailed on to give 
its sanction to any amendment which did not limit 
and ru ird the appropriations, 

Mr. A‘'PCHISON replied that this subject had 
undergone the examination of a committee; that it 
was deemed a just claim; and he had offered it by 
instruction of the committee. He admitted the 
impropriety of introducing amendments which had 
not passed through a committee. He would not 
go into the justice of the claim, which did not seem 
to be doubted, or he could show, by sufficient evi- 
dence, that it ought to be received. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he did not believe in 
the justice of the claim, as he regarded that Colonel 
Johnson had already been paid over and over 
again, 

Mr. ATCHISON referred to parts of the bill to 
show that there were more inappropriate matters 
than the one he had offered. He would ask for 
the reading of the memorial. The memorial was 
then read, 

Mr. ATHERTON reiterated his objections to 
any amendments, except such as went to guard 
and limit appropriations; and defended the items 
in the bill which had been called inappropriate by 
the Senator from Missouri. He kuew of no law 
creating the Choctaw school; and proceeded to 
comment on the manner in which it was estab- 
lished, and the extravagant expenditures to which 
it had led. Tle read from documents to sustain 
his various statements, and adverted to an agree- 
ment made by Colonel Johnson with Mr. Craw- 
ford, that the school should be continued for two 
years. longer, and that it should, at the end of that 
time, be discontinued, 

Mr. BELL vindicated the amendment, as origi- 
nating, after much consideration, with the Com- 
mitiee on Military Ailairs. The school had been 
continued, with the sanction of the Government, 
until this time, and had constituted the means of 
Coionel Johnson for his own support. And now 
that the school is to be withdrawn, it ought not to 
be contended that all the improvements Colonel 
Johnson had been induced to make should be left 
on his hands as a dead loss. 


‘| corps, as may have been ki 


ae ee fs . a | 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, in reference to a charge | 
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made by Colonel Johnson of one dollar for each | 


scholar for the use of a spring, explained that | 


there was a medicinal spring in the vicinity of the 
school, which was not in the hands of Colonel 


Johnson, and that the proprietor charged this dol- | 
lar for the use of the spring for each pupil. ‘The | 
amendment was, in his opinion, very proper, and | 


this was the proper bill in which it should be in- 
troduced. He hoped it would be adopted. 

Mr. BAGBY thought the amendment out of 
place in this bill. But if it was not, he could not 
give his vote for it. Colonel Johnson had been 
paid for twenty-five years all he had charged, and 
we are now called on to pay him the full value of 
the property. ‘To this he could not give his con- 
sent. If he were to give way to his sympathies, 


he would give liberally to Colonel Johnson; but | 


he could not sanction his conduct in pressing this 
claim on the Government. 

Mr. WESTCOTT gave his reasons for his sup- 
port of the amendment, and pointed out some 
inconsistency in the course of the Senator from 


New Hampshire to-day, and his course in refer- | 


ence to another bill some short time since—the 
deficiency bill. 
Mr. ATHERTON made a brief reply, to put 


himself right as to the consistency of his course, 


Mr. A'TCHISON asked for the reading of a | 
paper containing Colonel Johnson’s own idea of || 


the inception of the school, and the understanding 
entered into between him and Governor Barbour, 
when Secretary of War. 


Mr. NILES made some remarks against the | 


amendment. 


Mr. BUTLER expressed a desire to know | 
whether this sum was intended to pay for build- || 


ings erected with an understanding that they were 
erected for the use of the Government. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he was willing to give a 
fair compensation for the injury done to the build- 
ings occupied for a school. 

Mr. ATCHISON stated that the evidence of 
the injury to the amount appropriated by the 
amendment was complete. If the Senate would 
agree to postpone the bill until to-morrow, he would 
put his amendment in a more unexceptionable 
form. 

After a few words from Mr. BELL, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. BELL submitted an amendment, which he 
proposed to offer to the bill, which was ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. FOOTE asked leave to submit the follow- 
ing resoluuon, which was considered and agreed 
to. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to send to the Senate (if in his judgment not in- 
consistent with the public interest) a copy of any commu- 
mication from Commodore Perry, or from any other authentic 
source, containing additional information connected with 
the existing condition of affairs in Yueatan 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time, the doors were reopened, 
and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, May 31, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. CUMMINS, by leave, introduced a bill, of 


which previous notice had been given, declaratory | 


of the rights of naturalized citizens of the United 
States, and to protect them in the peaceful exercise 
and enjoyment of their rights and privileges against 
the acts and influence of foreign Governments and 
their diplomatic agents; which was read twice. 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to refer it to a select 
committee of five members. 

Mr. ASHIMUN moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. OUTLAW, from the select committee to 
which was referred so much of the annual message 
of the President of the United States as relates to 
making provision for the families of regulars and 
volunteers who have died from wounds or other 
causes in Mexico, reported a bill to provide for the 
families of such commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers, privates, and musicians, whether 
belonging to the regular om or to any volunteer 


ed in battle, or died 














| hereby, required to transmit to this House, as soon as 


ee 


___ May 31, 
from wounds received, or diseases contr 
other casualties occasioned whilst in the Service 7 
the United States during the war with the 
lic of Mexico, and for other purposes, 
was read and committed. 


THE NATIONAL FINANCES, ETc, 

Mr. STROHM, from the Committee on Py), 
Expenditures, having had under consideration 1), 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, trangw:, 
ting his annual report on the state of the finances 
to Congress, with the view of ascertaining whe:),., 
the statements contained in said report are correc: 
and whether the said statements could not be gy), 
mitted in a form more simple and less diffiey): ;. 
comprehend, made a report, which concludes ‘ th 
the following resolutions, and recommended thy... 
adoption: a 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and jo . 


acte d, oni 


Len; 


The bi 


rre Ct, 


: ° tay 
be convenient, astatement of the duties, revenues, and 


lic expenditures during the last and the present fises| y, ea 
ending June 30, 1848, exclusive of trust funds, accord), ,; 


|| the form of statement A, in the last annual report of thes >. 








| Treasury, in making up his annual statements of the finagees 


| tainly by him, asa mere nullity. 


| had not had a single meeting. 


|| retary, specifying particularly and keeping separate the x,, 
| issued for specie depo-=ited and that issued in funding ty, a 


ury notes, and noting What amount Of said stock was isc, 
under the act of July 22, 1846; what amount under thy 
6f January 28, 1847; and what amount under acts 
July 22, 1846, respectively. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and jp 
hereby, required to furnish this House with a statemen: o- 
the publie debt on the 30th day of June, 1848, and such other 
statements in reference to treasury notes at the expiration o¢ 
the present fiscal year, as are required by the 22d seetiny op 
the act of January 28, 1847, entitled “ An act authorizing 1), 


prior t 


| issue of treasury notes, a loan, and for other purposes,” to 
ay" 


be furnished at the commencement of each session, 
Resolved, ‘That it be recommended to the Secretary of y 


le 


at the commencement of each session, to make those staje. 
ments close at and cmbrace one period of Ume, so tar as typ 
cirumstances of the case render it practicable to do so, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of printing ten thousand extra 
copies of the report of the Comiittee On Public Expendi- 
tures On the report of the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury, 

The report and resolutions being before the 
House for its consideration— 

Mr. BEDINGER said, that until the presen: 
session, the Committee on Public Expenditures 
had been considered, generally, he believed, cer. 
At the last ses. 
sion, if he was rightly informed, that committee 
But, all of a sud- 
den, this same committee seemed to have sprung 


| intogreat importance. From doing next to nothing, 
| or nothing at all, it had suddenly commenced an 


elaborate attack on the official report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. The report prepared by 
the committee contained some thirty-nine or forty 
pages. ‘The simple history of this matter, so far 
as Mr. B. knew it, was, that this elaborate report 


| had been made and adopted by the committee be- 


fore the Secretary of the Treasury had the slight- 


| est idea that any such thing was going on. 


Mr. B. said that what he had to ask of the 
House was, that the report might not be ordered 
to be printed as yet, but that time should first be 
allowed for the making of a minority report. 

Mr. B. admitted that he had received some no- 
tice of something of the kind. There had been a 
sub-committee appointed by the committee, of 
which sub-committee he was appointed a member, 


and he had been notified of a meeting of the com- 





| 


| mittee —, but not of the sub-committee; he 


had not even known where the committee itself 
sat; nor had he had the least idea that a report so 
labored was to be offered in the House by that 
committee; but it was suddenly sprung on the 
committee, and had been at once adopted. He 


' wanted further time for the preparation of a coun- 


ter report; and with this view he would move that 
the report be recommitted. ; 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, suggested a modifica- 
tion of the motion so as to print the report of the 
minority of the committee, and Jet both reports £0 
to the country together. 

Mr. STROHM said that the report he had sub- 
mitted to the House had been ordered by the 
Committee on Public Expenditures in the Treas- 
ury Department. The minority of the committee 
had had ample time to prepare any paper they 
wished to submit. The gentleman himself, from 
Virginia, who had just salen his seat, had had the 
majority ’s report in his own hands for two weeks, 
with full opportunity to examine it; yet he com- 
plained of the report as having been sprung on & 
sudden, and asked for time to make a minority 
report. If the House thought that further ume 
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ought to be allowed, they would of course grant it. 
It the report contained , a8 was asserted, numerous 
errors, there had certainly been sufficient ume to 
xpose them. Mr. 8. would not say that there 
cami no errors in it, but one thing he was entirely 
eure of, and that was, that the Secretary’s report 
eontained not a few. Phat document would be 
found to be full of errors. The report from the 
committee Was not an attack upon the Secretary, 
put simply a fair examinationgsnd exposition of 
the errors to be found in his official report to the 
country. oe . . 

The gentleman from Virginia was mistaken in 
caving, that at the last session of Congress, the 
-ommittee had not sat at all; they had had meet- 
ings, and sundry matters had been referred to | 
them by order of the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked whether the gen- 
seman from Pennsylvania would have any objec- 
tion that the minority and majority report should 
oo out together? The prmting of the majority 
report would not be delayed a single hour. The 
minority report would be ready in the course of 
some eight or ten days, and that was as soon and 
sooner than the public printers would be able to 
set itup. What could the gentleman find to ob- 
iect against such an arrangement? 
~ Mr. STROHM replied, he did not know that, 
for himself, he had any particular objection—— | 

Mr. COLB, (in his seat,) interposing, said he 
hoped it would be done. Sites 

Mr. STROHM (continuing in reply) said, he 
had stated the time that the minority of the com- 
ynittee had had to make a counter report, and he 
would leave with the House to decide whether 
they would defer the printing to give the minority 
more time. 

Mr. HUDSON said it seemed to him that the 
motion suggested by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Cops] was a very singular one—a motion to 
print a document which was not yet prepared. He 
presumed that when the minority of that commit- | 
iee should make a report, there would be no dis- | 
position on the part of the House to suppress it; 
but the idea of ordering a document to be printed | 
which was not now in existence, seemed to him | 
very extraordinary indeed, and very objectionable. 
When a report was presented, and a motion was 
made to print, it was competent for any gentleman 
to call for its reading, and the reading would enable 
the House to judge whether it was suitable to be |, 
printed or not. But how could they call upon the 
House to vote on a document which was not yet | 
in existence—which would perhaps be written by 
somebody at some future period? The question 
was an entirely different one; the House could not 
judge until the report was presented whether it 
should be printed. If the report was presented, 
he certainly would vote to print it, unless there 
was something very objectionable, very much out | 
of character, in it, which he did not anticipate from | 
this committee, or any committee of the House; 
but he could not vote to print that or any other | 
document until such document was prepared. It || 
seemed to him, while the gentleman from Georgia | 
lad shown his usual ingenuity, he had not present- || 
ed a case Which would bear examination at all. If | 
any gentleman on this side of the House should | 
move for the printing of a document which was 
not yet prepared, and which perhaps never would 
be, he presumed that gentleman would be among 
the very first to interpose his objection. 

Now, suppose they ordered this report to be 
printed, and printed together with the minority 
report, which might be made at some future pe- 
riod, and suppose the minority should conclude 
not to make a report, what would become of this 
majority report? Why, it was ordered to be 
printed on a condition-precedent which might never | 
be complied with. 
_Mr. COBB. You can limit them as to the | 
ume; require them to make their report within a | 
given time. There is no difficulty about that, 

Mr. HUDSON. I f'it be true that the minority | 
have had this report in their hands for two | 


weeks—— 

Mr. BEDINGER said the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Srronm] did very courteously offer 
that report for his examination two weeks ago; but || 
it should be remembered that it contained forty |) 


pages, and that they had been preparing it all | 
winter. 


i 
| 
| 
| 


TH 
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hands and those of the gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Hat} two weeks? 

Mr. BEDINGER. About that. 

Mr. HUDSON (resuming) said, if he under- 
stood correctly, there had been a sub-committee 
chosen for this investigation. His friend from 
Virginia [Mr. Bepincer] was on that sub-com- 
mittee; and if his friend from Pennsylvania had 
had that subject in his hands during the whole 
winter, surely his colleague on the same sub-com- 
mittee had had it in his hands during the same 
length of time; and certainly the genueman from 
Virginia had had precisely as long a time to prepare 
& minority reportas the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia had had to prepare the majority report; and, in 
addition, had had two weeks after the document 
had passed out of the hands of the majority of the 
sub-committee. It seemed to him, under all these 
circumstances, to ask a delay of two or three weeks, 
or even ten days more, was a very unreasonable 
request. He would print the majority report; 
when the minority report came in, he would print 
that; and if there were extra numbers printed of 
the one, he would print extra numbers of the 
other. He would deal alike with them. But he 
objected to one being kept back, for the purpose, 
perhaps, of preventing its early circulation among 
the members of this House and the people. 

As he presumed the House were prepared to 
vote, he would move the previous question; but, 
upon urgent appeal, he waived the motion for the 
present, 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion to print 
a paper which was not in possession of the House 
was strictly not a parliathentary motion, and could 
not be received except by general consent; but that 
the object might be accomplished by a motion to 
postpone the printing unul the minority report 
came in. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said he was not 
aware of the existence of the report now under 
considerauion, unul this debate called his attention 
to it. Not being a member of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, he of course could not know 
anything of its intenuons. 

Upon looking at the report, however, very hast- 
ily, he found it to be one of the most extraordinary 
papers ever presented to this House. He would 
ask to read its commencement: 

“The Committee on Public Expenditures, having had un- 
der consideration the Jetter ot the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury, 
communicating his aunual report on the state of the fiaances 
to Congress, With a view lo ascertain Whether the statements 
contained in that report are correct, and whether said state- 


ments could not be made ina form less difficult and more 
easily to be comprehended, report,’ &e. 


Thatcommittee had taken jurisdiction and charge 


_ of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury; they 


had assumed the dutues of the Committee of Ways 
And why or how had they done so? 
Who had authorized them to take charge of that 
subject? Certainly not the rules of this House; 
nor had it been reterred to that committee by reso- 
lution or order of this body. 
exists, let it be produced. 


He presumed none 
such could be found. 


He would read the rule of 


the House prescribing the duties and marking the | 


proper jurisdiction ot that committee: 


“It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Expend- 


ilures to examine into the state of te several public depart- 


| ments, and parucularly ito Jaws making appropriations of || 
| money, and to report whether the moneys have been dis- 
| bursed conformably with such laws; 


and also to report, 
froin time to time, such provisions and arrangements as may 


be necessary to add to the economy of the departnents and | 


the accountability of their oliicers.”’ 


Now, was there any branch of this report which 
|| came within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
|| Public Expenditures, as marked out by this rule? | 


He did not complain, nor did any member on his 
side of the House, or of the minority of the com- 


mittee, complain that the committee had thought | 


proper to investigate the statements of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. He was willing and desi- 
rous to have that investigation take place. 


observed. 
would like to know of some member of the com- 
mittee whether the Secretary had been heard. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, (in his seat.) No; no |) 


notice was given. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (continuing.) He would like 
some gentleman of the majority of the committee 
to state whether the Secretary of the Treasury had 
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If such resolution | 


All he |} 
wanted was, that justice and fairness should be | 
Had that course been pursued? He | 
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deny the right of any committee of this body to 
examine and pass upon whatever the House com- 
mitted to its charge; he did not intend to say that 
such committee had to give an officer notice in ad- 
vance of their investigation. No such thing. But 
if, in the course of such examination, the commit- 
tee should find, or think it had found, an error, an 
inconsistency, or a falsehood, it should communi- 
cate the fact to the officer whose conduct was being 
passed upon, and give him an opportunity to ex- 
plain it. After the explanation, it should decide 
and report to the House accordingly. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, the floor being yielded, 
in further reply to the question of Mr. Rockwext, 
stated his recollection to be that the report of the 
majority had been in his possession and that of 
the gentieman from Virginia, about two weeks 
from last Monday. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, interposed 
further, to inquire whether the gentleman from 
Virginia was not one of the sub-committee ap- 
pointed by the committee, and whether that was 
not more than two months since? 

Mr. BEDINGER, (in his seat. ) I will answer. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman from Virginia was 
on the sub-committee. Ido not know how long 
since the resolution appointing them was adopted. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Was it not known to the 
officers of the ‘Treasury Department? 

Mr. HALL did not know; but his impression 
was, that the Secretary of the Treasury knew 
nothing about the matter until ten days ago. 

Mr.ROCKWELL. Has he not been informed ? 

Mr. HALL’S impression was, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury had been informed of it within the 
last ten days. He wished to state, further, he did 
not know how long the majority of the sub-com- 
mittee had been engaged in preparing that report as 
the reportof the majorityof the committee. He knew 
it was very long, embracing thirty-nine pages, that 
more than half of which was taken up in difficult, 
intricate calculations. Now, all that the minority 
of the committee desired was, that they might 
have a full and fair opportunity of examining these 
estimates made by the majority of the sub-com- 
mittee, and if they were incorrect to be permitted 
to show their incorrectness, and put the actual state 
of facts before the country. He, for one, had no 
objection to the publication of this majority report; 
he was anxious it should be published; he was 
anxious, if the Secretary of the Treasury had 
not discharged his duties, that the country should 
know it. On the other hand, if the Secretary of the 
Treasury had been assailed improperly, he wished 
itto be known, and that opportunity should be 
given to expose the errors of the majority of the 
committee. He wished, in one word, that ‘the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” 
should go before the country. 

‘Then what did they propose? They were engaged 
in preparing a minority report; It was not yet com- 
pleted; they believed they could get it ready in ten 
days; if they did not, they were willing that the 
majority report should be printed without it. All 
they wanted was a fair opportunity to examine and 
elicit the whole truth and put it before the country. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Fas not that report been 
in the possession of the Secretary of the Treasury? 

Mr. HALL. It has not. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Had not a copy of it been 
in possession of the officers of the ‘Treasury De- 
partment? 

Mr. HALL referred to Mr. 
answer. 

Mr. BEDINGER said he thought it very prob- 
able it had; but at the same ume not one particle 


3EDINGER for an 


of notice had been given to the Secretary of the 
Treasury while they were preparing it. lt would 


be very strange if, after the majority of the com- 
mittee had adopted it, the Secretary should not 
know it. But this report had been sprung upon 
the committee as it had been sprung upon the House 
and the country, and it was impossible to imagine 
| that the committee intended or designed anything 
| like such action when they appointed the sub- 


|, committee; if so, it was kept entirely secret from 
| the minority. 

| Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, inquired 
| whether, if this report were printed, it would not 
| give every gentleman an opportunity to examine 
|, at, and answer it, if they saw fit to attempt it? 


|| Whether the printing of the report would not be 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, inquired of || been notified by any member of the committee that || better for the other side of the House? 


lr. Bepiveer if the report had not been in his’ such an examination was going on? He did not '! 


Mr. HALL replied, he thought it would not be 
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better for his side of the House or the country that 
this report should be first printed, and an ex parte 
siatement be spread before the country. That was 
not the way to do justice, 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, resumed the floor. 
He had been referring to the extent of the juris- 
diction of the Committee on Public Expenditures, 
not for the purpose of conveying the impression 
that he or any other member on his side of the 
House desived the suppression of that report, but 
for the purpose of showing that it was a piece of 
the party machinery of the other side of the House, 
and not intended to elucidate and bring forth the 
facts of the case as they existed. The rule which 


he had read defined the jurisdiction of the Com- | 


mittee on Public Expenditures; and they saw, that 
according to their own statement, the majority had 
transeended their jurisdiction. The report of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury had not been referred 
to them, but they, so eager to create party capi- 
tal, had gone beyond the extent of their powers, 
and grasped after the report of the Secretary of 


the ‘Treasury, and drawn it within the vortex | 


of their investigation. Let them go further, and 
ree how this had been done. One would ima- 
gine that the object of the report was to bring 
forth facts connected with the report of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury; but, instead of that, the fact 
was admitted that the Secretary had not been ad- 
vised of the investigation at all. If gentlemen 
desired to knew the truth, and publish to the world 
whether the Secretary of the Treasury had been 
correct in his statements, why had they not given 
him the opportunity of being heard when they held 
Why hold their sessions in secret, 
not only so far as the Secretary of the Treasury— 
whose statements and allegations were under ex- 
amination by them—was concerned, but why hold 
them in secret, as far as their colleagues on the 
committee were concerned? It had been stated 
in this debate, that in preparing this ex parte state. 
ment, which they had endeavored to force upon 
the country involving interests of such magnitude, 
they had not advised a part of the committee, as 
well as the Secretary, of their proceedings. 

Mr. S'TROHM (the floor being yielded) said he 
was chairman of the sub-committee, and had taken 
particular pains to inform the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia of its meetings, and that he had promised to 
attend, but had taken no notice of it, and never did 
attend, and neither was he present when the whole 
committee were called together. 

Mr. BEDINGER could not suffer this statement 
without notice to go forth to the world, and the 
impression to be made, that he, as one of that sub- 
committee, had had full notice of what was intend- 
ed, and had refused to attend its meetings. He 
said he knew nothing of the sort. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had notified him once or twice 


their sessions ? 


that the committee (he did not say the sub-com- 


mittee) would meet. He had never dreamed of 
this committee appointing a sub-committee to con- 
sider and spring on the House such a report as 


that; and from such a committee as that to which | 
he was compelled to say he had been degraded | 


He had | 


from the Committee on Military Affairs. 
had no idea of it; and the gentleman knew very 
well that half of the time they had not known in 
what room they were to meet; they had not met 


at first, because they could not find a room, then 
because they could not get a quorum, and, finally, | 


when he had despaired of meeting the sub-com- 


mittee, the whole committee were astonished by | 
having this bundle of errors and false statements | 
And when they asked ten | 
days to set the matter before the country correctly, | 


hurled upon them. 
they were told that they had had time to prepare; 
that he (Mr. Bepincer) was one of the sub-com- 
mittee appointed to work such wonders. He had 
his doubts whether any member of that commit- 
tee had prepared the report; he thought he saw 
upon it blundering marks which he could find else- 
where. Certainly he could not be charged with 
delinqueicy, with neglect of his duty in such a 
case as this, when he had gone for days, and not 
been able to find either the sub-commitiee or the 
committee. 

Mr. STROHM had no intention to misrepresent 
the gentleman, neither could he submit to be mis- 
represented by him. He proceeded to state more 
roimutely the facts relative to the meetings of the 
committee, and said that it was only at the first 
meeting that the gentleman from Virginia could 


have had any difliculty in ascertaining the place of || 
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' 
meeting; that he had more than once notified the 
gentleman of the meeting of the sub-committee, | 


and he had as often failed to attend; that, after the 


report was made to the committee, the chairman | 
notified the gentleman from Virginia, (or at least | 
said he did,) who had in lke manner failed to | 
attend there also; that, after the report was adopt- 


ed, it was given into the hands of the gentleman 


from Missouri, [Mr. Haut,] and subsequently to | 
Mr. Bepincer also, and this something like two | 


weeks since. 


As to the authorship of the report, the House | 
As it | 
had been called in question, however, he might | 
state that no man had written one word or syllable | 


could judge for itself when it was printed. 


of it but himself. He had cojlected the materials 
at the Treasury Department; he had told the offi- 
cers there that he was about, as one of the sub- 
committee, to examine the report of the Secretary 


of the ‘Treasury; that he believed it contained erro- | 


neous statements, and some which, upon a close 
examination, would appear on its face. 

He was asked how long since he had first gone 
to the department. [le could not say precisely, 
but he believed more than two months since. He 


had to examine the books, &c., and they had given | 


him every facility he had asked for. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, proceeded to | 


comment on the fact that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had given no notice to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury of the purpose of the majority of the 
committee to prepare this report. 

Mr. STROHM said, it had never occurred to 
him that a committee or sub-committee of this 


| House was required, as a part of their duty, to | 
notify the Secretary of the ‘Treasury of their in- | 


tention to enter upon an examination of a report 
which the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, in the dis- 
charge of his duty, made to this 
commencement of the session. It would be recol- 
lected, however, that some time after the Secretary’s 
report had been before the country, a communica- 
tion was received from him apprising the House 


that an error had been discovered to the amount of || 
Now, he would | 


nearly seven millions of dollars. 
ask the gentlemen opposite if that was not enough 
to call to that report the attention of not only the 


Committee on Public Expenditures, but of every || 
it did arrest the attention |) 


member of the House? 
of the members of the House, and a gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hupson] made a speech 
upon it in pointing out other errors. The gentle- 
man from Fcspanaient {Mr. RockweE 1] also made 
a speech upon it, and the gentlemen opposite, the 
particular and political friends of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, promised to reply to those speeches; 
but weeks and months had passed away, and no 
reply had yet been made. Now, were not the 
speeches of those gentlemen notifications to the 
Secretary of the Treasury that his report was un- 
dergoing an examination? It was a subject that, 
it would be admitted, ought to be inquired into; 
and it seemed to him that the gentleman had no 
right to complain that ample notice had not been 
given. Why, notice was given: for he went him- 
self to the department to make inquiries to aid him 
in the investigation which he was making, and he 
never concealed his object. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said that the gen- 

tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stroum] had con- 
fessed, in the face of the House and of the country, 
that he had given the Secretary of the Treasury no 
weer to explain what the majority thought 
to be discrepancies or errors. Then it must have 
been his intention to obtain what he might call 
facts in his own way, and through his own medi- 
um. Noone would deny but that statements, and 
especially those which naturally and necessarily 
yertain to a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, are difficult of a proper understanding, 
and particularly by those unacquainted with such 
calculations and reporis. Different men put dif- 
ferent constructions upon the same sentence, un- 
derstanding it to mean different things. He had 
no doubt such was true in regard to the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury; yet, upon those 
very points of doubt and misunderstanding on the 
part of the committee, they have refused an ex- 
planation from the author of the report; a man 
whose political reputation, if not his private char- 
acter, was involved. He could see neither fair- 
ness, justice, nor propriety in this; nor would any 
fuir-thinking man, free from party bias, approve 
the course of the committee. 
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He asked gentlemen if they were willing to s 
lish that which would injuriously affect the = - 
acter of an officer or a citizen, without knowin: 
whether it is true—without giving the individual, 
thus to be injured, an opportunity to explain, 

If gentlemen desired nothing but fairness “ 
did theydesire to send forth an ex parte atatement 
Why not agree to let the minority report be print. 
ed, and form a part of the same document with 
the majority report? If they believed in their owy 
report, they would not fear it—they would prefer 
that the views of the minority should £0 with 
theirs, side by side, giving to the country a tiie 
opportunity to examine and determine upon their 
respective merits or demerits. Such were his yo. 
tions of justice and liberality. 

It was not his purpose to defend the presen; 
head of the Treasury Department because a Dey). 
ocratic administration was in power. No such 
thing. He would defend upon the same grounds 
and under like circumstances any public function. 
ary or any administration. If truth be the object 
let ue have it; and to obtain it, let us adopt those 

| means best calculated to bring it forth. He ap. 
pe to gentlemen’s sense of propriety and righjt, 

e appealed to their love of justice and truth, and 
asked whether the course pursued by the commit. 
tee was open, frank, or manly? If the report was 
a development of facts, and an exposure of error, 
why not let the minority send their views with it’ 
He wanted this report published, and would regret 
its suppression. The minority desire it made 
public; they believe it abounds with mistakes and 
errors. All they ask is an opportunity to exhibit 
those errors. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, wished to 
ask the gentleman from Alabama if he intended 
to be understood as saying that it was the duty of 
a committee of this House to go to officers of this 
Government or to other functionaries to get from 
them a report to sustain a report which such officers 
might have made to Congress? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Notatall. 

Some interlocutory conversation followed, when 
the debate was arrested by the expiration of the 

morning hour. 


CLERKS IN THE DEPARTMENTS. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House pro- 
ceeded to consider the special order, viz: the bill 
‘regulating the appointment of clerks in the execu- 

_ tive departments, and for other purposes. 
The bill was read. 
Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved to amend 
the bill by inserting two new sections, to come in 
_after section 1, providing for the apportionment of 
the offices according to representation, and the ar- 
_ rangement of the officers in four classes, one class 
to be discharged every two years. 
Mr. J. expressed high gratification on finding 
his distinguished friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
McKay] standing up in that House, and reporting 
a bill of the character of that which had now been 
_read. Mr. J. entirely approved of the first sec- 
‘tion, and wished that his amendment should im- 
mediately follow. 
It would be objected by some gentlemen that 
the amendment proceeded on the principle of the 
offices of Government being considered as spoils, 
| to be equally divided. One thing was clear, that 
the offices were essential to the carrying on of the 

Government, and that for discharging the duties 
_ of these the clerks received an emolument. Now, 
‘if so, he could not see why a fair proportion of 
| these clerks should not be taken from the various 
_ sections of the Union, and not all from one favored 
locality, subjected to a particular influence. Such 
"an arrangement could not justly be charged with 
_being founded on the spoils principle. If all the 
| public offices should be divided among the several 
| Congressional districts throughout the country, 
‘they would average some ten or twelve to each 
' district; and all men knew that in each district 
| there were far more than that number more than 
_ competent to discharge the duties of all the offices. 
If the possession of office was considered as con- 
_ ferring any honor on those who held it, and if it 

was productive of any profit to the occupant, why 
not let these honors and profits be equally shared 
_among all the districts in the country? How had 
‘the fact stood? Some particular portions of the 
Union had enjoyed a very large portion of all the 
under the Government 


—so much so, that it with truth been said that 
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